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Heaven from all Creatures hides the Book of Fate, 
All but the page preſcribe their preſent ſtate. 

From brutes what men, from men what ſpirits know, 
Or who could ſuffer being here below.— | 
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[PRICE TEN SHILLINGS SEWED. J 


TO HIS GRACE THE 


DUKE or QUEE NSBERRY. 


MY LORD, 


FuLLy conſcious of the inferi- 
s ority of my trifling literary produttions, 
Wan apology for my preſumption in offer- 
Wing to. your notice the following ſheets, 
eems indiſpenſibly neceſſary. Your Grace 
ay bc aſſured that were it in my power, 
would have given you Jeſs reaſon to re- 
Ned my efforts. As it is, however, I lay 
Wt before you, with a ſmaller deſire to ob- 


Wow far you may believe me 
Your Grace's 
Moſt 
Obedient Servant, 


Tak Auron. 


Vol. I. a 


lain your ſanction, than to convince you 
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ORLANDO and LAVINIA. 
CHAP. I. 
A REMOVAL FROM TOWN. 


| When nature amp'd h het, ſhe the dye aeſttoy'd, 
ARIOSTO. 


On, heavens! he will think T 
Nid it purpoſely,” exclaimed a lady, as as 
ne drew back from a window in — 
land- Place. 

« Did what purpoſely 75 interrogated | 
another lady who ſat in the ſame room, 
The former burſt into a loud laugh, and 


throwin 8 nan on a ſophas Conti. 
nued. { 


Vol, I. A : « As 
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occaſioned my exclamation.” 


name of the country manſion of the Earl 
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« As I ſtood looking for the arrival of 
our travelling equipages, my glove acci- 
dently fell out of the window, and juſt 
alighted at the feet of a gentleman who IM. 
paſſed by. The ſtranger picked it up, caſt 
his eyes upon me, kiſs'd the glove, and 
put it in his bofom ; was it not very gal- 
lant, my dear Lavinia? 'twas that which 


Lavinia anſwered only by a ſigh: and 
at that inſtant they were joined by the reſt 
of the family. The carriages camg to the 
door, and the whole party ſtepped in, 
and were drove to Drayton-Abbey, the 


of Louden. The Earl's family conſiſted 
of his ſon, Lord Auguſtus—Lady Cecilia, 
his daughter—and his neice, Lady Mo- 
nemia, the intended wife of Lord Au- 
guſtus—Miſs Spencer, the companion of 
Lady Cecilia, and a Lady Lumley, who 
went into the country with them on a vi- 
fit for: the fummer. Lord Auguſtus was 
on his grand tour, but was expected home 
x. They arrived at the firſt ſtage 
? where 
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where they intended to ſleep that night 
and as the-ladies were getting out of the 
carriage, a dizzineſs, the effects of riding, 
W . occaſioned Miſs Spencer to faint inta the 
arms of the ſervant who held the door of 
4 the coach, and who fortunately extended 
mem as he ſaw her falling. She was car- 


i 
| 
1 


h ried into a room and laid upon a couch, 
and ſoon after ſhe revived. | 

id « What is the cauſe of your fainting, 

it my ſweet Lavinia?“ ſaid Lady Cecilia, 

E tenderly. Lavinia pleaded her riding 

n, backwards, and after drinking a little wa- 


ter with a few drops, ſhe gradually reco- 
, vered. A ſupper was then ordered; after 
which they retired to their chambers, and 
early the next morning they continued * 
their journey, and arrived in the middle 
of the day at Drayton-Abbey, the place 
of deſtination. 

The Abbey. was an elegant ſtructure, 
built on a riſing ground, and commanding 
a delightful view of the country round; 
e rather in the Gothic ſtile, large and com- 
c mo dious, but the gardens, &c. were laid out 
4 | Be in 


ple. This was the favourite ſpot of all 
the ladies; and one morning Lady Cecilia 


fioned them both to go to the window. 
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in the moſt modern and elegant manner. 


Among other ornaments in the garden, 


there was a moſt beautiful octagon tem- 


ordering her harp to be taken there, ſhe 
went with Lavinia, one to net, the other 
to play. They had juſt entered it, when 
the trampling of horſes in the road, occa- 


C H A P. Wc: 
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FFP 


CHAP. II. 
1 


THE PORTRAITS OF Two LADIES. 


She was more than fancy could expreſs, 


Or youthful poets fancy when they love. 
: ROWE, 


% WHO does that temple be- 
long to?“ interrogated the gentleman on 
| horſeback to his ſervant that followed. 

« To the Earl of Louden, my lord,” 
anſwered the domeſtic. They continued 
riding towards the temple, and as ſoon as 
they came cloſe enough to be ſeen, Lady 
Cecilia exclaimed 

„Oh, Lavinia! it is the einm fel- 
low that picked up my glove.” At that 

inſtant the gentleman pulled off his hat, 

and the compliment was returned by Lady 

Cecilia. He then rode forwards: Lady 

B 3 Cecilia 
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Cecilia followed with her eyes as long as 
ſhe could, then uttering a ſigh, ſhe turned 


to Lavinia. 
cc 


Well, my dear, what do you 
think of the ſtranger ?” 

« ] think of him,” ſhe replied, «as T 
do of all the fex, that they are contemptu- 
ous beings.” 

„La, child, what a philoſopher you 
are! and in petticoats too! I aſked you if 
the creature was not handſome, and un- 
commonly polite ; you anſwer in the ſtile 
of a deſponding old maid, and with a figh 
as long as my arm.“ 

* As for his beauty,” crc Lavinia, 
© I had too tranſient a view of him to give 
my opinion—but if you think him hand- 
ſome that is ſufficient.” 

« As for your being ſo nonchalant, ſaid 
Lady Cecilia, © it is only a ſubterfuge; 
for I ſaw. that pretty langoureux air you 
put on to attract the ſtranger ; nor was it 
without eftett, for he ſeemed to devour 
your charms.” 

* Indeed 
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« Indeed your ladyſhip is greatly miſ- 
| taken, and I am ſorry you have ſo poor 


an opinion of me as to ſuppoſe any ſuch 
thing.” As ſhe ſpoke, the tears bedewed 


her cheeks. Lavinia had a peculiar frail- 
ty—her tears flowed on the moſt trivial 


occaſion; but the cruel hand of misfortune 


had cauſed this weakneſs. Lady Cecilia 


ſeated herſelf hy the fide of her compa- 
nion, and throwing her arms round her 
neck, ſaid 

« You weep, my beloved Lavinia—I 
fear I am the cauſe of thoſe tears—pardon 


this fooliſh raillery, and believe me, I ne- 


ver will be guilty of the like again.” As 


ſhe ſpoke, ſhe wiped the face of her beau- 
teous friend, and preſſing her cloſe to her 


boſom, gave her an affettionate kiſs. 


Lavinia ſmiled, preſſed her hand, nd 
ſolicited forgiveneſs. | 


It is now time to give a deſcription al 
the two ladies. —Lavinia was tall and fine- 
ly formed; the ſymmetry and beauty of 
each limb was unparalleled. Her light 


amber logks dropped down her back and 1 


j 
* 
# 


B4 ſnowv 
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ſnowy boſom in wanton ringlets, © While, 
in envy and her ſoul deluding countenance 
the riſing moon contratting -her beams 
like an inferior ſtar, twinkled on the plains 
of the horizon.“ Her dark blue eyes de- 
|... lighted each beholder, and her fine arched 
. "> eye-brows were bows to kill, while a {weet 
dimple in her left cheek added new fuel 
to the flame; her crimſon lips “ diſtilled 
balſamic ſweets,” and when ſhe ſmiled, 
(which was very ſeldom) ſhe diſplayed a 
row of pearls that ſeemed * as ranged in a 
crimſon caſket ;*—nothing could ſurpaſs 
the ſoft poliſh of her filver hands, nor the 
lovelineſs of her taper fingers. — But 
with all theſe charms, her countenance 
too plainly indicated that her mind was 
oppreſſed with poignant ſorrows. Her 
mental charms were by no means inferior 
to her perſonal ones. She was perfectly 
miſtreſs of the French, Italian, and Ger. 
man languages, and thoroughly acquainted 
with her own. Her drayings almoſt e- 
qualled thoſe of Angelica Kauffman's, and 
the had an 8 propenſity for all 

| kinds 
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kinds of muſic, vocal or inſtrumental; 


but when ſhe touched the tender ſtrings of 
the harp, and accompanied it with the ſoft 
tone of her mellifluent voice, thoſe who 
heard her, could not forbear fancying 
themſelves ſoaring through the upper re- 


gions, in company with celeſtial ſeraphs; 
pet with all theſe bleſſings ſhe was unhap- 
| py, even atahe age of nineteen, 


Lady Cecilia was about the ſame age— 
a lively good-natured volatile coquet. She 
was not quite ſo tall as Lavinia; nor 


could ſhe be deemed very fair. She was 
© a brunette, her eyes were black, ſpark- 


ling, and penetrating—her hair au- 
burn, gloſſy, and long—her noſe aquiline # 
—her lips, ſmall and attracting, and teeth _ 


Cr 


/ 


equally fine as thoſe of the lovely a 


Spencer, which ſhe took a peculiar care 
in diſplaying. When the two lovely 
friends were together, one knew not which 
to prefer. Lavinia was the complete 
beauty, while Lady Cecelia poſſeſſed an 
irreſiſtible je ne ſcai quoi. Her accom- 
pliſhments 


RS, " ». a + ,« : 4 
tn p ds 4 p #%"# . 5 
: \ 1. 1 4 1 *%- v6 p 
" %.; l "ad : * v N 
„ "YT nails Lap E * n mA * ' 
, 


20 oRLAN De AND LAVINIA. 


pliſhments were in the ſtile of Lavinia, 
though by no means equal. | 

The natural diſpoſition of Lady Cecilia 
was that of a complete coquette. She had 
by far too much levity, and was romantic F 
to a degree. She was a ſecond Lydia 
Languiſh—had declared publicly that ſhe 
would marry no one who would not take 
her without a fortune, and would be mar- 
- ried no where but at Scotland; but for all 
this, ſhe had a good heart—ſhe was bene- 
volently generous—warmly fincere, and 
diſintereſted in her friendſhips—liberal in 
her purſe—a patroneſs to all the poor— Hab 
compaſſionate, tender, and aſſiduous to ter 


: the ſick ; yet ſhe had one particular foi- ni. 

| ble, never would ſhe permit any one to MW Le 
[= convince her of her errors, even though ¶ ca; 
i; at the teſt of the moſt flagrant proofs, pat 
{| Lady Cecilia was happy in a tender fa. Cb 
1 ther, and a numerous retinue of agreeable W ev. 
4 friends; while Lavinia was like a beauti- WM ſav 
ful flower, that ſprings up on a barren MW ita 


mountain, parch'd with ſcorching heats, 
and drooping for want of a few reviving 
drops. : CHAP, 


3 e 


- 
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1a, 
61.1... 

lia 

tic CH AF, IM; 

lia 

he A DESCRIPTION OF AN ITALIAN FAMILY, 

ke | 

ar- Then with a ſigh that heav'd her lovely breaſt, 

all Unto her friend her ſecret was expreit. | 
HOMER,* 

1C- 7 0 

nd 


Ir is now proper to ſay ſomething 
about Lady Monimia, the couſin and in- 
tended ſiſter of Lady Cecilja. Lady Mo- 
nimia was the daughter of the late Earl of 

Louden, who was brother to the preſent 
C carl ; when their father was living, and the 
parent of Lady Monimia was only Lord 
Charles, he made the grand tour. One 
evening being at the theatre in Paris, he 
ſaw a beautiful young lady, whom he in- 


en Wl ſtantly ſurrendered his heart to. How- 
Us, ever 
ing 
p * The author has taken the liberty to alter a few 
297 


words to make it applicable, 
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ever enamoured' as he was with this young 
lady, he could not obtain the leaſt intel- | 
ligence of her; he was therefore obliged 
to leave Paris without knowing who his 
fair incognito was. 

The enchanting beauties of Italy were 
too feeble in their attrattions to eradicate 
the remembrance of the lovely ſtranger 
from his mind. | 

Roving one day rather penſively in 
the purlieus of a citron grove, as he con- 
tinued walking, he diſtinguiſhed the voices 
of two females; their converſation was 


to the following purport: 


In vain, my dear Clementinia, are 
your attempts to envelope a ſecret grief 
from the prying eyes of friendſhip—ſpeak, 
then, commit it to the faithful boſom of 


thy Seraphinia, arid I will ftrive to alle- 
viate thoſe new-born ſorrows as much as 


it hes in my power.“ 
« Freely will I give the ſecret to your 


faithful boſom, my ſweet girl. But it will 


afford you no ſatisfaction, nor can you give 
me the leaſt relief,” 
« Ah) 


7 * 
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« Ah! my Clementinia, you no longer 
deem Seraphinia worthy of confidence. 
Since the departure of Theodoſia, I have 
perceived a chaſm in our friendſhip, tho? 
heaven knows I am totally unacquainted 
with the reaſon.” 

« vill no longer then, my ſweet Se- 
raphinia, hide from you a fecret which you 
ſo tenderly ſolicit to be acquainted with. 
Let us fit down on this ſmall bench while 
I repeat my tale.“ After ſeating them- . 
felves, Clementinia thus continued. 

« You know, my dear Seraphinia, the 
fooliſh partiality Theodoſia poſſeſſed in 
favour of a cloiſter. In vain were all the 
e i tears, the intreaties and prayers of us all 
to perſuade her from it. She remained 
inflexible. One day when my mother 
had exhauſted all the eloquence of a ten- 
der parent, Theodoſia thus replied. 

* Surely my dear mother will not oppoſe 

the only happineſs of her child. My re- 

r I folution is not founded on a weak bias 
long has duty and inclination ſtruggled in 


> © this boſom— but it is paſt, I aw, and ees 


mall 
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ſhall remain inexorable in my reſolution i 
of paſſing a life of devotion and content, 
which can be only found in the heavenly 
receſſes of a cloiſter. There can I return 
thanks to the ſupreme Being for giving 
me courage to enter ſo felicitating a ſtate, 
The thoughts of leaving a tender mother, 
and a kind, generous father, cauſed 2 


pang— but thoughts of devoting my life 


to heaven and my maker, obliterates 
every other tie. N 

« Make me then completely happy, 
my dear mamma, by your conſent. Ha. 


you but me to give you pleaſure, I would 


reſign my darling plan ; but as you hay 
another child, you will not ſurely ſo far 
alienate me from happineſs as to refuſe.” 
« My mother ſighed, but could no 
longer oppole ſo much enthuſiaſm ; ſhe 
therefore with much reluttance gave het 
conſent. The {ame day my mother wrote 
to her ſiſter, who is lady Abbeſs of the 
convent of St. C—e, at Paris, to inform 
her ſhe might expett one of her nieces in 
the courſe of a few days. The period ar- 
rived, 


rived, and after bidding my father fare- 
well, Theodoſia accompanied by my mo- 
ther and myſelf, ſet out for Paris. My 
aunt received her with open arms, and 
preſſing her to her boſom called her a 
heavenly girl. That evening a play 
was to be performed for the benefit of a 
diſtreſſed family, and Theodoſia thinking 
it would divert my mother, and add a 
trifle for the poor, intreated her to go. 
At firſt ſhe refuſed, but at length con- 
. fented—I accompanied her. Ah, Sera- 
bphinia! how much have I to repent go- 


of the oppoſite box was opened, and 
there entered ſuch a man—but I am un- 
able to deſcribe how lovely he was! He 
followed us out, and as I got into the 
carriage, I whiſpered Alexis to follow 


fellow did ſo, and returned with the intel- 
ligence of his being an Engliſhman, and 
his name, Lord Charles Drayton. I re- 
warded him liberally for his trouble, and 


anxiouſly 
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him, and enquire who he was. The good 


bing; we were ſcarce ſeated when the door _ | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
© 
| 
| 
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anxiouſly prayed that I might ſee the 


lovely ſtranger once more.” . 
Lord Charles's tranſports ſurpaſſed all . 
deſcription. He inſtantly conjettured it t 
could be no other than his incognito—a p 
vacant part of the heigh now preſented it- 
ſelf to his view. He made his way thro' © 
it, and coming up to Clementinia he caſt; | 8 
himſelf at her feet, and poured out a pro- T 
fuſion of love expreſſions. She gave a 5 
faint ſhriek, and covered her face with 2 
her hands, while ſhe faultered out. * 
For heaven's fake, chevalier, how h 
came you here?” He informed her; and h, 
added, that it was merely by chance, and 
common curioſity. | ir 
e It is in vain now, my dear chevalier, h 
to affect a coolneſs, after you have heard ſi 
the converſation which has paſſed between tl 
my couſin and myſelf. Tell me, there- W 
fore, in what manner you can be intro= tr 
duced to my parents.” h 
Oh!“ exclaimed Seraphinia, “leave n 
that me; you know my mother was an F 


Engliſh woman. The fiſter of my late u 
mother 
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mother has a ſon who is expeted i in Italy; 
meet me, therefore, my lord, to-morrow 
at church, and I'll take you home with 
me, and leaye it till ſuch-time as you think 


proper to tell them the truth.“ 


This point being adjuſted, they parted 
with vows of mutual love. All that daß 


Seraphinia pretended to talk a great deal 


about her Engliſh couſin, whom ſhe ex- 
pected. The next day ſhe went to church» 
where Lord Charles waited for her. She 
returned home with him, and introduced 
him to her uncle and aunt, as a coulin by 
her mother's fide, | | 

They received him with cordiality, and 
inſiſted on his making their houſe his 
home. He accepted the offer with plea- 
ſure; and ſome time after he informed 
the baron, Clementinia's father, of the 
whole truth, and at the ſame time in- 
treated him to let him make Clementinia 
his own. Her father and mother having 
no objeQtion, he had their free conſent. 
Every thing was therefore prepared, and 
they were married in a ſhort time after, 

Vol, 1. C C HAF. 
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A SUMMONS. 


A ſea of melting pearl, which ſome cal! tears, 

Thoſe at her father's churliſh feet ſhe tendered ; 

With them upon her knees, her humble ſelf 

Wringing her hands, whoſe whiteneſs ſo became them, 

As if but now they waxed pale with woe, 

But neither bended knees, pure hands held up, 

Sad ſighs, deep groans, nor filver-ſhedding tears, 

Could penetrate her uncompaſſionate fire, | 
SHAKESPEARE, 


Tuxkv had ſcarcely been mar- 
ried a month, before a letter arrived from 
the earl, to inform Lord Charles that he 
anxiouſly wiſhed to ſee him, as his health 
was in a poor ſtate. Lord Charles went 
in ſearch of his wife, who was with her 
mother and coufin in the former's dreſ- 


ſing-room. He gave her the letter to 
read; 


ar- 
om 
he 
ilch 
ent 
her 
rel- 
to 


ad; 
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read; and after ſhe had read it, tears 


burſted from her eyes; and ſhe exclaimed, 
e Muſt I leave my friends ſo ſoon !” The 


W tender mother caught the words.“ Leave 
me, my daughter! for what?” Lady 
Drayton informed her of the cauſe. 


« Alas!” exclaimed ſhe, “ ſurely I am 
ſingularly unfortunate, in being obliged 
to loſe two ſuch lovely children; but I 
muſt ſubmit. I ought to remember that 
they are both happy, and from thence de- 
rive ſufficient conſolation.” Orders were 
now given for their journey on the enſu- 
ing week :—the appointed time arrived— 


the vehicle came to the door, and they 


[began to utter their adieus. The grief 


of the baron and baroneſs at parting with 


their daughter was filent and pathetic ; 
but the ſorrow of Seraphinia was loud and 


unreſtrained, With difficulty they got 


Lady Drayton into the chaiſe, and after a 


chouſand addio's the carriage drove off. 


Lord Charles tenderly ſtrove to ſoothe 
is wife, and not without effect; and ſhe 
C 2 endea- 


—— — — 


36 ORLANDO AND LAVINIA. 


endeavoured to ſuppreſs the effuſions of 
her mind as much as poſſible, leſt her 
Charles ſhould be uneaſy, and think it | 
aroſe from prejudice. 

They travelled through France, and ö 
arrived at Calais in good health, from i 
whence they ſailed for Dover, and pro- ( 
ceeded to London. 

Lord Charles knew his brother, ** 
was a year younger than himſelf, had late- 
ly married a very amiable woman; he 
therefore took his Clementinia to Harley- 
ſtreet, not chooſing to take her to his fa- 
ther's, until he had informed him of his 
marriage, particularly as he had married 
her without aſking the Earl's conſent. His 
brother received him with open arms, as 
did his lady; he likewiſe took upon himſelf i 
to intercede 1n his behalf with his father. 
“ But alas, my dear brother,” ſaid he,“ 
fear it will be a difficult taſk ; for our father 
has fixed on a lady whom he wiſhes you 
to marry.” Accordingly Lord Auguſtus 
waited on his father, and informed him 


of his brother's mar1iage in the beſt man- 
ner 
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ner he could. The Earl was outrageous; 
and ordered his doors to be forever ſhut 
againſt Lord Charles. Auguſtus returned 
home very much diſſatisfied with the re- 
ſult of his interview; Clementinia was 
preſent when he informed him of his be- 
ing unſucceſsful. © Permit me, my dear 
Charles, ſaid ſhe, © to wait upon your 


| father and ſolicit his forgiveneſs.” Lord 


Charles, pleaſed with her condeſcenſion, 
and thinking her beauty would have an 
effect on his inexorable father, conſented. 
She therefore got into the carriage and 
drove to Cavendiſh-ſquare. Lady Charles 
Drayton being announced, ſhe went up to 
him, apologized for the intruſion, and 
ſolicited pardon for her huſband—ſhe 

knelt, and even wept—but without effect. 


| The callous Earl treated her with filent 


contempt; and ſeeing her ſtill remain on 
her knees, he aroſe from his chair and 
left the room. Finding herſelf treated in 
ſuch a manner, ſhe left the houſe and re- 
turned home, where ſhe communicated to 
her Charles the reception ſhe had re- 

C3 ceived. 
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ceived. They continued to live with 
their brother ten months; after which the 
Earl died, and Lord Charles ſucceeded 
to the title and eſtate. Two months after 
Clementinia became a counteſs ſhe was 
delivered of Lady Monimia, but the birth 

of the child was the death of its mother. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the grief of 
theEarl—he would receive no conſolation 
whatever; but leaving Drayton-Abbey, 
be retired to an eſtate which was left him 
by his mother, where he divided his time 
in grief for his wife, and tender care of his 
child. He took a peculiar delight in con- 
templating the infantine beauties of the 
young Monimia, and fancied ſhe was the 
picture of his Clementinia. This melan- 
choly amuſement was his ſole delight, but 
even that was of a ſhort duration; for 
grief, like a vulture, preyed upon his heart, 
and he fell a martyr to ſorrow ten weeks 
after his darling Monimia entered her 
third year. He left his brother guardian 
to the young orphan, whole infant beau- 
ties delighted every one. Early a par- 
tiality 
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tiality was diſcovered between the two in- 
fant couſins. At the death of Lady Moni- 
mia's father, the title went to his brother; 
and never did any one better deſerve the 
appellation of a true philanthropiſt, than 
Auguſtus, earl of Louden. 
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FTC 


. V. 


THE TEMPLE SCENE CONTINUED, 


wing'd with paſſion, to her fly, 
To lov'd Cecilia's ears convey 

Her Henry's conſtant tender figh, 
Since ſhe has ſtole his heart away. 


ANONYMOUS. 


Go 


Havin G given a particular de- 
ſcription of every individual in the Earl's 
family, Lady Lumley excepted, ſhe be- 
ing only on a viſit, but we ſhall ſpeak of 
her in due time; at preſent we muſt diſ- 
cover who the ſtrange gentleman was that 
picked up the glove. He was a Lord 
Montague, young, handſome, accom- 
pliſhed and noble ; without parents, guar- 
dian, or any other clog. He had noticed 
Lady Cecilia ſeveral times at public pla- 
ces, but never knew who ſhe was; he 


therefore 
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therefore promiſed to ſpend the ſummer 
wich a friend in the country, the ſeat of 
whom vas very near the Earl of Louden's, 


| though he was unacquainted with it. He 


had gone down the day after the Earl and 
his family ; and the morning that he had 
ſeen the ladies in the temple, was the firſt 
time he rode out to take a view of the 
country. 9 

When he returned home, he retired to 
his dreſſing room, and rang for his valet 
de chambre. 

Come Courville, get my things ready 
to dreſs ; I have rode farther than I in- 
tended, and my cloaths are therefore 
duſty.” 

« Qui, mi lord, dare be all ready in 
de cloſet.” 7 RED 

While Courville was dreſſing his maſ- 
ter, Lord Montague thus interrogated 
him. © Pray, Courville, had you ever 
an Engliſh maſter before me ?” 

“Oh! oui, mi lord, I have had une 
deux-deux, my lord. vous be de tres.“ 

« And 
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e And who were the gentlemen you 
lived with?“ 

« Mon firſt maitre be de lord Drayton, 
I come from Parie with him his moter 
be ill he be ſent for—his valet have 
de fever—he took me from de Marque de 
E'ysbrant, and brought me to de Eng- 
land.” 

e Pray how many did the family or re- 
lations of Lord Drayton conſiſt of ?” 

« Dere be de Earl, de Counteſs, de 
Lady. Cecily, de lady Moneme, mi lord 
Drayton, a Miſs Spencer.” 

« What ſort of a perſon is Miſs Spen- 
cer r- 

She be tall, a fair, la bleue yeux, à hair 
la coulour votre Loui dore.” 

« And lady Cecilia, what of her?“ 

Oh! ſhe be le petit brunette, deux 
black ſparkling yeux, a fine auburne.” 

« Enough, enough, my good fellow, 
that is my lovely fair enſlaver.“ 

«© Me lord, de company in de drawing 
room deen aſking for votre lordſhip all de 
morning.” 


« [ 


r 


2 
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« | will attend them, Courville.” 

Lord Montague then deſcended to the 
drawing room, finging as he went along, 
« Go—-winged with paſſion, &c.“ 

We will now return to the temple, 
where we left lady Cecilia condoling 
Lavinia, for the emotion ſhe had occa- 
ſtoned her. 


« You will forgive my raillery, my 
ſweet girl, won't you?“ ſaid lady Cecilia. 

* You have done nothing that demands 
forgiveneſs my dear lady.” 

« Well, then, as a proof of our being 
friends, play and ſing me a ſong,” giving 
her at the ſame time the harp. 

Lavinia took the harp, and played the 
Lamentations of Mary Queen of Scots. 
—The ſong was ſo well adapted to her 


voice, that the pathos with which ſhe ſung 
It, brought tears from the eyes of each 


of the ladies. When ſhe had concluded, 

Lady Cecilia thanked her repeatedly. 
* You have quite delighted me, my 
ſweet girl,” ſaid ſhe; ** and I think I have 
ſomething in return which will pleaſe 
you.“ 
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you.” Then taking out of her pocket 
a ſhagreen caſe, ſhe opened it, and pre- 
ſented to Lavinia, a very ſmall miniature 
of herſelf, ſet with brilliants. Taking it 
out of the caſe ſhe ſaid, Come, my ſweet 
girl, let me hang it to the chain of your 
watch.” h 

« Ah, my dear benefaQtreſs, how will 
it ever be in my power to repay the many 
obligations which you daily heap upon 
me; I think not of all my former woes 
ſince there remains ſuch a friend to bleſs 
me; but I cannot, my dear lady, think of 
wearing it by my watch, I will hang it 
on my bolom—it muſt be near my heart 
till death deprives me of the enjoyment 
of ſo charming a preſent.” 

Tut, tut, girl, I will put it on your 
chain, where you ſhall wear it, You talk 
of former woes; I never heard of your 


ſufterings—will you, then, entruſt me 
with your confidence.” 
Lavinia bluſhed, hung her head, and 
diſplayed the picture, of a 
Fallen cherub—to be weak is miſerable,” 
7] MILTON. 
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Recovering herſelf, ſhe replied “ It is 
now almoſt dinner time ; but to-morrow, 
if you will attend me to this temple, I will 
ſhew wounds, yet piercing, and ſuch as 
no time can heal.” 

“Enough, my ſweet girl, to-morrow, 
then.” 

Lavinia bowed, and Lady Cecilia took 
the chain and put the portrait on a ſmall 
locket. The chain attratted her notice; 
the ornament of it was ſome plaited hair, 
on which was wrought theſe words:“ a 
memento of friendſhip from Orlando to 
Lavinia,” in ſmall pearls. Lady Cecilia 
declared repeatedly what a beauty it was : 
this cauſed a ſigh to eſeape Lavinia which 
almoſt roſe to a groan, At that inſtant 
Lady Monimia entered the temple, and 
informed them that dinner was ready; riſ- 
ing to go, the locket fell from the watch 
of Lavinia, owing to the ſwivel. not being 
properly cloſed. The fall occaſioned a 
ſecret ſpring to open, and diſcovered the 
portrait of a gentleman. Lady Cecilia 
was the firſt perſon that eſpied it; ſnateh- 


ing 
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ing it up, therefore, with her uſual precipi- 
tancy, the ſpring cloſed. This diſappoint= 
ed her greatly ; and giving it to Lavinia 
ſhe exclaimed, © How provoking ! do, 
my dear Lavinia, favour me with the 
ſight of that Adonis! Lavinia bluſhed, 
and wiſpered © to-morrow.” They then 
haſtened to dinner; in the garden they 
met Lady Lumley, who accompanied 


them in. It is now proper to ſay ſome- 


thing of her ladyſhip. 


KEN 
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FCC 


CHAP VI. 


A DESCRIPTION OF A CITIZEN's FAMILY. 


Papa, a true John Bull, cries, * Nancy, ſing ; 
Give us my favorite tune, God fave the king.” 
Miſs ſimpering ſays, „Pa, now I'm grown a woman, 
* I can't ſing Engliſh muſic, it's too common.“ 


EPILOGUE TO THE CHILD OF NATURE. 


Lavpy Lumley's name, previ- 
ous to her marriage, was Miſs Maitland, 
daughter to a tradeſman in the city, who, 
by dint of induſtry had roſe to affluent cir- 
cumſtances. The only child he had was M15 
Haryet. Mamma, who was a complete 
fine lady, would have her daughter well 
educated ; for which purpoſe, therefore, 
when ſhe was eleven years old, ſhe was 


put to a boarding-ſchool, at Bow; where 
| were 
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were taught French and Italian. To ei La 
ther of theſe, however, ſhe continued Gwent) 
perfectly eſtranged. French ſhe diſliked Hecam 
and the pronunciation of the C in Italian: vo 
perplexed her too much. She could han. 
dle the guittar—la la, and that was all ſhe 
could do. At the age of ſixteen ſhe wa 
taken home, and introduced by her ele. 
gant mamma into company. Harytt's 
perſon was handſome, but there was a dul 
unmeaning vacuum in her countenance, 
that bid a total defiance to every preten- 
fon of a je ne ſpar quoi. She was tall and 
well formed; her eyes were hazel, and 
ber hair brown, the deficiency of which 
ſhe made up with falſe. She was perfet 
miſtreſs of diſſimulation, and poſſeſt many 
vices; yet, now and then, a virtue called 
repentance would intrude. Lord Lum- 
ley, an old licentious libertine, of three- 


ſcore, one evening became enamoured of 
her; and as her father wiſhed to ſee het 
enobled, the matter ſoon became patched 
up, and before ſhe was ſeventeen, mamma 
ſaw her beloved Haryet, with the title 
ol Wl Vol. 
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ei. r Lady Lumley; before ſhe was one and 
elch venty, however, ſhe was a widow. She 
eo, W:came acquainted at the Earl's through 
ue volatileneſs of Lady Cecilia; and ſhe 
cccompanied the family to the country to 
pend the whole ſummer. 


of Vol. 1. D CHAP 
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CHAP. VII. 


AN ADDITION TO THE FAMILY, 


0 ol 
No father with a fonder graſp of joy, ente 
Strains to his boſom his long abſent boy. ven 


HOMER. 


Tux following day arrived, 
the two ladies repaired to the temple; 
ter ſeating themſelves, Lavinia began 

« Your ladyſhip is acquainted—” 

At that inſtant ſhe was interrupted, 
the entrance of a ſervant, to deſire 
company of the ladies in the dravil 
room, as a ſtrange gentleman was arri 
They went in, and in a moment L 
Auguſtus left the arms of his father, 
was embracing him, and claſp'd his li 
to his boſom, Lady Monimia then ſu 
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his lordſhip's embraces ; after which they 
became compoſed, and the uſual interro- 
atories paſſed on each fide. They ſpent 
n agreeable evening, and at ſupper, Lord 
Drayton told his father that his birth-day 
vas the enſuing week; and, as he had ever 
hefore commemorated the day with a ball, 
e concluded that the ladies would have 
o objection to one now. The Earl con- 
ented, and the management of it was 
given to Lady Cecilia. | 
Guard your heart, my ſweet Cecilia,” 
ad Lord Auguſtus, “ for I expect, on 
ueſday next, (which is the day you juſt 
ow fixed for the ball) a friend of mine 
o ſpend a few weeks with me.“ 
Fear not, my dear brother,“ replied 
ady Cecilia; * my heart is of adaman- 
ine texture, and not the fineſt black eyes 
n the kingdom can penetrate it but 
hat is this hero's name ?” 
* You ſee, Cecilia, you have yet a 
emale curioſity about you; and though 
ou ſeem to ſet bis perſon at defiance with 
h D2 wb 


ER, 
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ſuch affected indifference, you long iner 

patiently to know his name.“ 0 th 

e You are miſtaken, my dear Augu[Wye!c 

tus; I do not wiſh to know any thing ebe! 

about him; as a proof of it, I bid you ee, 

a good night.” So ſaying, ſhe tript ou} L 

of the room, and retired to her chamber ene 

The Tueſday arrived, but no gente oni 

man came; the ladies retired to dre eme 
diſappointed at the negligence of the e 

known beau. Lavinia entered the ballWone 

room laſt, Lady Cecilia ran to meet henW"tere 

f at the door. Jes, 
| « He is come! the Adonis is arrived 
|: whiſpered the latter, almoſt out 6 etch 
1 breath :—* there he is, with his back t © Þ 
i wards us,” pointing to the fire place "A 
i « talking to my brother.” The back d upted 
[ the ſtranger was turned to Lavinia, ye Nas, n 
0 ſhe ſtarted, turned pale, claſped her hand ates, 
i together, and exclaimed, * it is he - 
| is that barbarian, that murderer.” Una blen 
il ble to add more, ſhe ſunk lifeleſs to the '$ | 
ground. © Lavinia, my beloved Lav {wil 


il "_- b FI . . It 
ll nia,” ſhrieked Lady Cecilia, © is dying. 
Ever 
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frery eye preſent was now directed 
o the inſenſible Lavinia; among which 
were thoſe of the ſtranger. He no ſooner 
keheld her, than he ſtarted back, turned 
pile, and appeared almoſt lifeleſs. 

Lavinia was carried to her chamber, 
attended by Lady Cecilia, and Lady 
Honimia; and by the directions of the 
ormer ſhe was undreſſed and put to bed. 
he uſual remedies were applied, but for 


un 
ball ne time without effect. At length ſhe 
bell tered a deep groan, and opening her 


yes, exclaimed, why, my dear Ladies 
0 you intereſt yourſelves in the fate of a 
netch whoſe fole expectation is miſery,” 
ge not ſo deſpondent, my ſweet girl.“ 
*Ah! my dear Lady Monimia.” inter- 
ited Lavinia,“ I am not deſpondent !— 
las, my fate is too certain. But my dear 
dies, continued ſhe, “let me intreat 
ſou to return to the company leſt your 


ave been ſo kind as to put me to bed, 
| will ſtrive to compoſe my agitated ſpi- 
us.“ The ladies returned to the ſaloon, 
D 3 and 


ſence ſhould attract notice; and, as you 
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and Lavinia raiſing herſelf up, thus vent. 
ed the feelings of her heart. 

* Wretched Lavinia! Where can you 
now fly to—of whom beg an aſylum ?—f 
the grave only. I cannot ſtay under: 
roof that contains that barbarian Orlando! 
Oh, Beverly, Beverly, what a reich 
thou haſt made of Lavinia!“ At that in. 
ſtant ſhe was interrupted by the openiny 
of the door, and the entrance of CaptainWacc 
Beverly. Lavinia ſhrieked, and cover fle. 


herſelf with the bed cloaths. * 
| | Or fr 
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Indo! 
retch 


: A MASQUERADE BALL, 
It in. | 


2nIng 
tain Accurs'd is he, born in an evil hour, 
rerel That dare rebel againſt the ſov'reign power 


Of nature's laws, to ſtiike the weeping fair, 

Or from her treſſes rent a ſingle hair. 

But he whoſe breaſt ſuch ſmall remorſe can feel, 

T” attempt her life with poiſon or with ſteel, 

| ne'er can deem a man; but ſcrap'd from woe, 
A fiend infernal, from the realms below. 
ARIOSTO, 


« TLAVINIA,” ſaid he, © I in- 
liſt upon your hearing what I have to 
lay,” | 

Leave me, leave me,“ returned ſhe. 
All this is uſeleſs,” replied he, . You 
muſt and ſhall hear me.” | 
D 4 « Speak 
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« Speak then,” ſaid ſhe, raiſing her 
head a little from its concealment, © ſpeak 
then, and be gone.” | 

« I am come.“ ſaid he, “ to you, to inſiſ 
that you give me a ſacred oath, not to 
divulge to any of this family that you 
knew me before.“ 

_« Tnſeft !” reiterated ſhe, with contemy. 
tuous acrimony ; © what mean you?“ 

« By heaven, Lavinia, you muſt promiſe 
me, or this moment is your laſt,“ preſent. 


ing to hcr a piſtol, It was too much for 
the feeble ſpirits of Lavinia; ſhe ſunk] 


back on the bed in ſtrong hyſtericks, 
The ſteps of ſome one were now heard on 
the ſtairs, which oecaſioned Captain Be- 
verley to make a precipitate retreat. 
Lady Cecilia entered ; ſhe came up to 
fee how Lavinia was; but when ſhe found 
her in convulſive faintings, ſhe ſhricke 
violently, and rang the bell with vehe- 
mence. A ſervant appeared, whom fie 
ſent for a phyfician, and deſired her in 
the mean time, to ſend up ihe houle- 
keeper. Lady Monimia heard of the il. 
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her neſs of Lavinia, and repaired to her 
cab chamber. The abſence of the two ladies 
of the houſe, occaſioned the ball to be- 
come languid and infipid ; the company 
gradually diſperſed, and the Earl gave a 
general invitation for a maſked ball that 
day week, adding that he hoped by that 
time Miſs Spencer's health would be re- 
eſtabliſhed. Lavinia continued in hyſte- 
rics until the arrival of the doctor, who 
happened to be very ſkilful for a coun— 
try town; he adminiſtered ſome drops, 
which in a little time recovered her. 
Her head however ſeemed deranged ; ſhe 
talked a great deal, but the whole was ſo 
incoherent as to be perfectly unintelligi- 
ble. A ſleeping draught compoſed her 
ſpirits, and ſunk her woes into oblivion. 
The two ladies retired with the doftor to 
the drawing room, and Lady Monimia's 
maid was left with Lavihia. General in- 
quiries were made by all the ſamily after 
the health of our heroine; and ſorrow 
was depicted on every countenance on 
being informed, for Lavinia was a general 


favourite 
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favourite from the firſt in the family to r 
the loweſt domeſtic. g 
The next morning Lady Monimia en— x 
tered Lavinia's room; fhe had been awake q 
ſome time. 
« How do you find yourſelf, my ſweet : 


girl?” ſaid Lady Monimia, taking her 1 
hand. 

« A great deal better my dear lady,” 0 
replied Lavinia; “ ſo well that I intend N 
to get up to breakfaſt.“ 

Lady Cecilia now came in; * talking 
of getting up, child,” ſaid ſhe, © indeed 
I ſhall not allow of it.” 

« Indecd, my dear ladies, you trouble 
yourſelves too much; how will it ever be 
in my power to repay your kindneſſes? 
but permit me, my ſweet friends, to ariſe, 


as I think I ſhall be the better if I walk 


! about alittle.” m 
| If fo, my dear girl, do by all means.“ 08 
Lavinia then got up; the maid helped ey 
| her to dreſs; after which ſhe made her 1 
; appearance in the breakfaſt parlour. The de 
| Earl, and Lord Auguſtus, expreſſed them- o'; 


— 08 
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ſelves very happy to find her ſo much re- 
covered; and Lady Lumley was much 
more polite than uſual. After breakfaſt, 
ſhe took a walk in the garden, and as ſhe 
paſſed through the hall, each of the ſer- 
vants ſtrove aſſiduouſly to enquire after 
her health. The pallid languor of her 
countenance, and the ſmiling condeſcen- 
fron with which ſhe anſwered them all, en- 
deared her, if poſſible, more to them than 
ever. 

Nothing material happened until the 
day of the maſquerade. Lavinia had re- 
fuſed to do any character; but Lady Ce- 
celia having choſen one for her, and 
taking upon herſelf the management of 
her dreſs, Lavinia was obliged to appear 
in the character of Iphigenia. 

The gardens and temple were orna- 
mented with feſtoons of flowers and 
coloured lamps; the. ſupper conſiſted o: 
every delicacy that could be obtained ; 
neither art nor money were ſpared to ren. 
der every thing agreeable; and at four 
o'clock the company broke up highly ſa- 
tisfied with the entertainment. 


E 
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FEC Aa 


. IX. 
A BREAKFAST SCENE IN THE TEMPLE, 


. © J cannot be 
Mine own, nor any thing to any, if 
I be not tine.” | 


SHAKESPEARE, 


| HE next morning Lavinia was 


Juſt up when Lady Cecilia entered the 


room; © Oh Lavinia I have ſuch news to 
tell you!” 

« Good, I hope, my lady.” 

Oh exquiſite !” putting on an air of 
conſequence, © liſten, therefore, child, 
with a good deal of attention, I beſeech 
thee.” 

« I will,” replied Lavinia, ſmiling, 
Lady Cecilia then began. 


«You 
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« You no doubt, recolle& a perſon in 
the character of Florizel ; he followed mc 
about for ſome time, and at length ad- 
dreſſed me with words adapted to his cha- 
ratter ; which were 

« Thou deareſt Perdita—or, 

« ]']l be thine my fair—or, 

« Not my father's, for I cannot be, &c. 

« You certainly are miſtaken in the 
perſon, fir,” faid I, “ for I am totally 
unaquainted either with your voice or 
form.“ 

“No, too lovely woman, I am not 
miſtaken; you are the goddeſs at whoſe 
'hrine I bow. Permit me, therefore, the 
fulacc of informing you how much I love.“ 
—daying theſe words he knelt, and with- 
drawing his maſk, preſented to my aſto- 
niſhment, The Knight of my Glove. At 
that inſtant ſome people came in, and 
called for refreſhment, which obliged us 
to part, and relicved me from the embar- 
raſſment of anſwering him. 

« I congratulate you, my lady,” faid 
Lavinia, * on your conqueſt.” 


« What 
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« What a charming thing a conqueſt 
is, replied Lady Cecilia. © I abſolutely 
ſhould like a new one every day; would 
not you, Lavinia?“ 

« No, indeed, my lady, I ſhould not; 
for I deteſt conqueſts.” 

« En verite, Lavinia, I cannot believe 
you, for I think as Pope did, 

That every woman is at heart a rake.” 
But come, child, this morning we are to 
breakfaſt in the temple, and I don't douht 
but by this time they are waiting for us.” 
Lady Cecilia then tripped down ſtairs, 
and Lavima followed. 

After the morning compliments had 
paſſed, Lady Cecilia took her place at the 
breakfaſt table. They had juſt done when 
Lady Monimia, who fat in the windoy, 
gave a loud ſhriek, and exclaimed—— 
5 he is killed!” — 

« Who is killed?” echoed from every 
mouth; at the ſame time every one haſt- 
encd to the windows. * Oh,” ſaid Cap- 
tain Beverly, “it is Lord Montague, an 
old {chool-fellow of mine!” At that in. 

ſtant 
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ſtant Lady Cecilia gave a heavy ſigh, and 
ſunk lifeleſs on the ground. Lord Au- 
guſtus feeing her fall, caught her up in his 
arms, and laid her on a ſettee. One of 
the ſervants who was waiting, was imme- 
diately ſent in queſt of the houſekeeper, 
ſome drops, &c, while the other two had 
orders to go and take up Lord Montague, 
and convey him to the houſe, where he 
was attended by the ſame medical gentle- 
man as Lavinia; Mrs. Walker the houſe- 
keeper inſtantly came, and by the aplica- 
tion of the uſual medicines, Lady Cecilia 
ſoon revived. She paſt it off, by ſaying, 
that the ſun came in with ſuch power at 
the window where ſhe was ſtanding, that 
it occaſioned her to faint. —Yet her eager 
eyes roved in ſearch of Lord Monta- 


gue. The family returned to the houſe, 


and his lordſhip was put to bed, being 
much bruiſed by the fall from his horſe, 
as he was riding by the temple. The ſur- 
geon ſoon arrived, and pronounced him 


free from danger, a note was ſent to the 


houſe of Lord Montague's friends to in- 
term 


* 
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form them that he would be a few days 
abſent, owing to the accident. In a week 

he was perfectly recovered; returning, | 
therefore, his thanks for their hoſpitality, 

and aſking permiſſion to viſit the family, 
(which was granted) he took his leave, 
and returned to the houſe of his friends, 
who congratulated him on his recovery, 
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CHAP. . 
SHOWS THE CAPRICE OF WOMEN. 


Reſt then ſecure, whate'er thy luek may prove, 

Not to be hated for declaring love ; 

And yet how canſt thou miſs, ſince woman - kind 

Is frail, and vain, and till to change inclin'd. 
OVID. 


Lokp Montague continued to 
viſit at the Abbey, and when about half 
the ſummer was gone, he made overtures 
to the Earl, who, having no objettion, 
gave his conſent, and Lady Cecilia was 
informed that ſhe might look on Lord 
Montague as her future huſband. This 
lhe received with a haughty ſupercili- 
ouſneſs, and poſitively declared that Lord 
Montague ſhould never be any thing to 
ber. When an opportunity offered of 

Vol. I. E her 
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her being alone with Lavinia, ſhe thy 
addreſſed her : 

* Good God, Lavinia! did you ere 
hear ſuch ſhameful doing, as to want to 
marry me to Lord Montague ? Not bu 
what I like the man, for I abſolutely de. 
clare to you, that I love him more than 
any man I ever ſaw. But then to mary 
with ſuch hum-drum ſolemnity—ah! Lord, 
child, it will never do.” Shrinking uy 
her ſhoulders, and toſſing back from he: 
neck a beautiful lock of hair ſhe con- 
tinued, © the very idea is annihilation. I, 
indeed, he had offered to have taken a 
northern trip, for a blackſmith to join us 
I ſhould have had no objettion ; but tobe 
married here—have the bells ring—go to 
church, and all the ſtupid neighbours 
come congratulating one—oh, heaven! 

I cannot bear the thought!“ So ſaying 
ſhe tripped out of the room, and left La- 
vinia to take a retroſpe& of herſelf. 

« Alas!” exclaimed ſhe, © had I fol- 
lowed the beaten track which Lady Ce- 


cilia ſo much deſpiſes, I ſhould not be, 
VE as 
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as 1 now am, fo completely miſerable.” 
A tear ſtarted at the recolled ion, and ſhe 
haſtened for a walk in the garden, in or- 
{er to breathe the unwelcome reflettions 
into oblivion. 

As ſhe was wandering through a ſer-— 
pentine walk, ſhe was met in the middle 
by Captain Beverly. She would have 
turned back, but was prevented by his 
catching her in his arms, and preſſing her 
to his boſom, exclaiming, © welcome; be- 
loved Lavinia! once more to thy Or- 
lando's arms!“ Lavinia ſhrieked, and 
darted at him ſuch an indignant look, that 
would have been almoſt inſtant death to 
any but ſo abandoned a libertine; yet he 
[till held her.“ Let me go this inſtant,” 
ſaid ſhe, © or expect me to lay before the 
Earl my ſituation, and claim his protec- 
tion—1 have been weak,” continued ſhe, 
weeping, „ but 1 do not think I have 
been guilty.” 

It is well, Miſs Spencer,” replied he, 


at the ſame time letting her go, © you 


have threatened me to ſpeak to the Earl ; 
E 2 hence- 
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henceforward behold me as your invete. 
rate enemy, and expett the conſequences 
of it.” 

« Alas!” ſaid Lavinia, as ſhe returned 
towards the houſe, © that you always have 
been,” 
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CHAP. . 


SEDUCTION. 


Were you, ye fair, but cautious whom ye truſt, 

Did ye but know how ſeldom fools are juſt; 

So many of your ſex would not in vain, 

Of broken vows, and faithleſs men complain. 
ROWE. 


A STILL I love her—doat on 
ber to that degree of diſtraction I did 
when I firſt beheld her. She ſhall be 
mine—by all that is ſacred ſhe ſhall— 
again will I enjoy Lavinia.” Theſe 
were the words of Captain Beyerly as 
he walked towards the temple, after our 
heroine had left him, where he found 
Lady Lumley. This lady was among the 
number of weak women; and ſhe re- 
C garded Beverly with too partial an eye. 
He ſaw her weakneſs, and determined to 
— take 
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take advantage of it; for which purpoſe he 
fixed on her as an accomplice in a ſcheme 
which he had formed againſt Lavinia, 
After converſing with her on common 
topics, he artfully aſked her, what hc 
thought of Lavinia. © Miſs Spencer i; 
in general reckoned a beautiful woman, 
do you think ſo, Lady Lumley?“ ſaid he, 

% Women are not allowed to be judge; 
of their own ſex ; but as a man of talle 
what do you think of her ?” 

* I think her a mere outre,” replied he 
eareleſsly, © and eſpecially when con- 
pared to ſo lovely, ſo animated a fair on: 
as yourſelf.” 

« Thank you, Beverly, for that con. 
pliment,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, and evident) 
pleaſed. 

« Pardon me, ma'am; but you wrong 
me, and yourſelf too, if you think it“ 
mere compliment.” 

% You are very gallant, fir.” 

« Tt is impoſſible to be otherwiſe whel 


you are the object; recollect thoſe lines 
| | « Who 
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Who can behold ſuch beauty and be filent ! 
e he Defire fir taught us words, man when created 
eme At firſt alone, long wandered up and down, 
Forlorn and filent as his vaſſal beaſts, 
But when a heav'n-born fair like you appear'd, 
non iy 8trange pleaſure fill'd his eyes, and fir d his heart, 
ſh Unloos'd his tongue, and his firſt talk was love. 


r 1; OTWAY. 

« For ſhame, Beverly !—how can you 
be be ſo ridiculous?“ 

ge « Believe me, moſt beloved Harriet, 


4e 1 peak the feelings of my ſoul!” then 
kneeling and taking her hand, © permit 
me to declare a paſſion as ſincere as ever 
"WW filled the breaſt of man.“ 

« Do you, then, love me, Beverly?“ 
ſaid ſhe, in a plaintive endearing tone, at 
the ſame time putting her arm on his 
ſhoulder. 

« I do, by all that's ſacred.” 

« If you love me, Beverly,” ſaid ſhe, 
eit is the height of my ambition,” while 
her head reclined on his arm. As ſhe thus 
lay, he kiſſed her cheek with ardour. She 
repulſed him not—he took greater liber- 
ties—and—her ſenſes being loſt in a de- 

E 4 lufion 
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luſion— Beverly triumphed=————an1 
Harriet Lumley's name added to the lil 
of Beverly's ſeduQtions. 

When ſhe recovered her ſenſes, ſhe 
tenderly reproached him for taking the 
advantage of her weakneſs ; but the ſoft 
tone of his flattery huſhed every ſenſation 
in her boſom but that of love. This eri. 
minal intercourſe was frequently repeated, 
and continued for a long time, when, on 
a ſudden, Beverly became cool and ex. 
tremely cautious. An air of myſtery, 
likewiſe, appeared about him; Harriet 
became unhappy, and informed him of it. 
0s this the return for my love?“ ſaid 
ſhe, © have I not ſacrificed every thing 


to you ?—and I have reaſon to fear that 


there will be a living proof of my infatua- 
tion. Alas!” continued ſhe, weeping, 
e you now deſert me—it is too much! 
could bear any thing but the loſs of Be- 
verly's eſteem.” 
Believe me, Harriet,” ſaid this diſ- 
ſembling libertine, “ you are wrong, I 
ſtill regard you with the ſame * 
= ut 
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nd but neceſſity makes me cautious—we are 
il vatched Lavinia has become a ſpy upon 
our actions, and unleſs we contrive to get 
ie nid of her, our conneRion muſt end.” 
he « Lavinia !” reiterated ſhe, contemptu- 
It N ouſly, ©what entitles her to become a ſpy?” 
MN « I know not,” replied he, “ but if you 
- WW vill afilt me, we will ſoon get rid of her.” 
Lady Lumley conſented, and he im- 
parted to her his ſcheme—— a ſcheme ſo 
deeply plotted, as to be perfectly certain 
„ ol ſucceeding. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 


THE FRUSTRATION OF A MARRIAGE, 


In all the counſel that we two have ſhared, 
The ſiſter- vows, the hours that we have ſpent, 
When we have chid the haſty-looted time 
For parting us oh, and 1s it all forgot ? 
All ſchool-days, friendſhip, childith innocence ? 
We, Hermia, like two artificial gods, 
Created with our needles both one flower, 
Both on one ſampler, fitting on one cuſhion, 
Both warbling of one ſong. both in one key; 
As if our hands, our ſides, voices and minds 
Had been incorp'rate, ſo we grew together 
Like to a double cherry, ſeeming parted, 
But yet a union in the partition. 
SHAKESPEARE, 


TIE ſummer was juſt departing 
when the caprice of Lady Cecilia having 


taken a turn, ſhe had agreed to be ma 
| ried 
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ried to Lord Montague. The wedding 
was fixed for the enſuing week ; his lord- 
ſhi» took up his reſidence at the abbey. 
The day before the wedding, Beverly 
told ! ord Montague he wiſhed to ſpeak 


lowed him to the temple; and the former 
knowing he could not ſucceed in his 
ſcheme without foiling the intended mar- 
riage, thus addrefled him. 

« I think, Montague, that you are 
convinced I would not injure you; there- 
fore have I deſired this conference. But 
before I ſpeak a word, you muſt ſwear to 
two things I ſhall propoſe.” 

« I'll ſwear to any thing, to every thing 
that you ſhall deſire ſpeak, but—for 
your preface preludes ſomething of im- 
portance. 

* It does—but you muſt promiſe ſe— 


, crecy and to be calm.“ 
« I do promiſe you—now proceed.“ 
© You obſerved with what coolneſs 


Lady Cecilia firſt received your addreſles, 
when 


Ng 
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with him in the garden; his lordſhip fol- 


— = - 


% a 4 
— — — ——— 
. 


— — 
* - 


76 ORLANDO AND LAVINIA. 


when on a ſudden ſhe began to relent; 
and at laſt, like the ſun, when it darts its 
rays upon the ſnow, ſhe melted conſent, 
She conſented, however, not through love, 
or even eſteem, but by the moſt poſitive 
commands of her father. 
her woman gave me a letter; and as a 
man of gaijantry, I ſhould conceal the 
contents and take advantage of them, yet 
I cannot injure my friend. Take there- 
fore the letter, and read it, and I think it 
will elucidate every apparent myſtery,” 
It ran thus: 


To Captain Beverly. 


You ought to know, my dear Orlando, 
that you alone poſſeſs the entire heart of 
- Cecilia; think, then, how wretched I 
muſt feel te be obliged to give my hand to 
a perſon that I regard with inattention. 
You are convinced how much I was averſe 
to having him ; but for my father's ſake I 
conſented. However, tho' I am to be mar- 
ried to a man whom I regard with the 


moſt wretched indifference, there 1s no 
reaſon 


This morning 


reaſc 
my! 


my 


and 
you 
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reaſon why I ſhould not love the man of 
my heart ;—come, then, this evening to 
my chamber when the family is retired, 
and you will have additional proof that 
you really poſſeſs the affettion of 

Cecilia Drayton. 


« Is it poſſible !“ ſaid Lord Montague, 
25 ſoon as he recovered from his ſurpriſe. 

«It is,” replied Beverly. 

« T thank you, my friend,“ returned his 
lordſhip, “ for taking from my eyes the 
deluſive bandage ; yet there remains one 
thing to convince me, and that finiſhing 
proof you muſt yet give me.” _ 

Say what it is,“ ſaid the other, not in 
the leaſt fearful of conviction, © and I will 
latisfy you,” 

It is to permit me to attend you 
bo the lady's chamber this evening; as a 
man of gallantry you cannot refuſe the 
lair one, Let me, therefore, but ſee you 
mide the room, and the door ſhut, and I 
vil leave this houſe for ever. I will now 
go and give Courville orders to get my 
portmanteau 
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portmanteau ready, and our horſes ſhall 
be leſt in the park. The moment Ceci. 
lia's door is cloſed upon you, I will bid! 
Drayton- abhey eternally adieu.“ Bever 
ley conſented, and they partcd ; the re, 
mainder of the plot was left to Lady 
Lumley, who accordinly at ſupper, be. 
gan to put it in execution. 

Lavinia, Lady Lumley, Lord Au. 
guſtus, and Beverly, ſat cloſe to each 
other. © We will drink the future health 
of Lady Cecilia,” ſaid Lady Lumley, 
No one could object to it; Beverly him. 
ſelf roſe and went to the ſideboard, to 
pour out the wine. The gentlemen 
drank Champaign, the ladies Port. Be- 
verly with a haſty hand put into Lavinia! 
a large quantity of laudanum, and kept 
his finger on the other glaſs, that Lady 
Lumley might know which to take, The 
innocent and ill-fated victim drank her 
wine without heſitation. 

* Do you know, Miſs Spencer,” ſaid 
Lady Lumley ſome time after, “ that ifit 
1s agreeable to Lady Cecilia, I ſhall be- 
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hal come your bedfellow to night.” Lady 
Lumley was no favourite with Lavinia; 
10 beſide, ſhe difliked any one to lay with 
*Whcr. Her countenance, therefore, ex- 
preſſed her diſapprobation. Harriet took 


* no notice of it, but continued, * I ſhould 

ot intrude on you, Lavinia, but my wo- 
man has, I fear, an ague; and thinking 
U 


her bed too cold, I defired her to ſleep in 
mine. There being no more ſpare beds, 
I hoped at leaſt, that you would not be 
aint my repoſing with you for a few 


1 nights—but 1 am not quite certain, for 
þ the poor girl is very diffident, and per- 
e. haps ſhe has not accepted my offer. La- 
1 vinia could not refuſe; and the gentle- 
„Nauen laughing, offered half of each their 
- beds to Lady Lumley. © I have ſo ma- 
l ny offers“ ſaid ſhe “ that were I to accept 


of one, I ſhould affront all the reſt.” 
Except Captain Beverly,” ſaid Lord 
Montague ; he has to night the moſt room 
to ſpare.” | 
* What do you mean,” ſaid Lord Au- 


gultus, laughing. 
. Lady 
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« Lady Lumley can have your bed, 
to-morrow night, and then ſhe will have 
ſufficient room.” 

« She may have it to-night,” anſwered 
Lord Montague. 

By this time what had been adminiſter- 
ed to Lavinia had taken effett ; and ſhe 
found herſelf ſo overpowered with ſleep, 
that ſhe bade the family good night, and 
retired to her chamber. Throwing her- 
ſelf into bed, ſhe ſoon fell aſleep, leaving 
the door unlocked for Lady Lumley. 

The time now arrived when Beverly, 
accompanied by Lord Montague, repair- 
ed to the chamber of Lavinia; the unſuſ- 
petting Henry, knew no other than that 
it was Lady Cecilia's. He ſtayed to hear 
the door locked, and then, attended by 
Courville, mounted his horſe, and rode 


off. 


The two couſins had ſat up together 
to chat over the events of the next day 
when ſome one tapped at the door; it 


was opened, and Lady Lumley entered. 
| « Good 
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« Good God! ladies,” ſaid ſhe, I can 
ſcarce credit my ſenſes !” 

« What is the matter?“ re-echoed from 
both, in one voice, 

« Why” replied ſhe © I was going into 
Lavinia's room to ſleep, and I found the 
door locked. I thought it queer, as I 
told her I ſhould lay with her; but recol- 
letting there was a door through the clo- 
ſet, I went that way ; when, mercy on 
me! I was ſurpriſed to find Lord Mon- 
tague in bed with her!” 

Lord Montague in bed with her!” 
reiterated both the ladies together. 

« $0 it is,” ſaid Lady Lumley © and if 
you pleaſe, I vill attend you to her cham- 
ber that you may be convinced of it.“ 

Lady Cecilia involuntarily ſtarted for- 
ward, Lady Lumley followed; “ don't 
you go, Lady Monimia?“ 

* No ma'am” ſhe replied, with pointed 
coolneſs. © What can be the meaning of 
all this?” ſhe continued when they had 
both left her, © There muſt be more in 


i than can at preſent be penetrated into; 
Vol. 1. F but 
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but it muſt not paſs thus !] will ſtrive tg 
ſift it.“ 
- While Lady Monimia made this ſolilo. 
quy, the two ladies arrived at the door df 
Lavinia's chamber. © Look” ſaid Lady 
Lumley * is not that Montague?“ Be. 
verly pretending to be rouſed by the 
noiſe,, ſtarted up, and then, as if fright. 
ened by the fight of Lady Cecilia, ſhrunk 
back again and covered himſelf with the 
bed cloaths. There was only the lampin 
the room, and Lady Cecilia retired fully 
convinced of his being Lord Montague. 
It is too true, Monimia,“ ſaid ſhe, 
as ſhe entered the röom. * I have ſeen 
them, and am convinced,” throwing her- 
ſelf z3ntg.a chair and burſting into tears 
VUngererous Montague 1 Ungrateful 
Lavinia!” Then wiping her face © I wil 
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lay with you to night, Monimia; and 
Lady Lumley ſhall have my bed.” Thi 
affair being ſettled, the ladies, after will 
ing a good night, retired. Harriet vent 
once more to Lavinia's room, to rouk 
Beverly; they congratulated each othe! 

upon 
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upon the ſucceſs of their plot, and retired 
to one bed. What do you think of 
this?” ſaid Lady Cecilia to her couſin, 
when they were alone. 

« I don't know what to think,” replied 
Lady Monimia ; “but what do you in- 
tend doing ? 

“Do, why what it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
tell my father of it; that he may diſmiſs 
Lord Montague.” 

« What, on the day appointed for your 
marriage ?” interrupted Lady Monimia. 

* Heavens, what a queſtion! Do you 
imagine I would marry him?“ 

„And how do you intend aQting to- 
wards Lavinia?“ ſaid Monimia, ſcarce 
knowing what ſhe ſaid. | 

« Make her a handſome preſent, and 
diſcharge her.“ Monimia ſighed. © Then 


you are determined on her leaving you; 


remember, ſhe is the friend of your in- 
fancy. Appearances may be againſt her, 
yet conſider well, She may be innocent. 

Innocent! Oh heaven! Did I not 
ſee her in bed with Montague ? that 
F 2 is 
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is her friendſhip. J am fully reſolved 
that ſhe ſhall not ſleep under this roof, 
another night.” 

Lady Monimia knew the peculiar ob- 
| ftinacy of her couſin's diſpoſition, and 
| therefore, was convinced that Lavinia 
' muſt leave houſe. 
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THE WEDDING DAY. 


Oh! do not thus with cruelty's keen breath, 
Blow off and ſcatter the ſweet dew of mercy. 
When from the heav'n of pow'r that ſoft rain falls, 


The thriving ſtate looks freſh ; dominion proſpers, 


And parch'd rebellion ſhuts her drowſy carpings. 

Mercy is the becoming ſmile of Juſtice : 

This makes her lovely, as her rigour dreadful, 

Either, alone, defeRive but when juin'd, 

Like clay, and water, in the potter's hands, 

They mingle influence, and together riſe 

in forms, which neither ſeparate could beſtow. 
HILL, 


* 


Tux two ladies were juſt up, 
and dreſſed, the next morning, when the 
door opened, and in came Lavinia. 
« May this day bring continual happineſs 
to my dear benefattreſs; and may each 
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year prove an addition to it.” Lady 
Cecilia turned difdainfully from her, and 
burſting into tears, ſaid to Lady Moni- 
mia, “This is more than I can bear,” and 
then left the room abruptly. 

% What can this mean?“ ſaid the pe- 
trified Lavinia. 5 

« Alas, my dear girl, I fear you mull 
leave Drayton-Abbey, to day.” 

% My God! what for ?—I don't know 
what you mean!” 

© It is a matter of too much delicacy 
for me to repeat—but—1 pity you.” 

« Yes, I fcar ſomething has paſled,” 
ſaid Lavinia; © that wine made me ve- 
ry ſleepy, and all is not right.“ 

“Po you think there was any thing in 
your wine?“ 

« do.“ Each of them ſighed, but 
were incapable of ſpeaking. The ſervant 
now entered, to inform them breakfaſt 
waited; they then deſcended to the break- 
faſt parlour. 

% What is the matter Monimia,”” faid 
Lord Auguſtus as they entered, © that 

Montague 


— 


n 
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Montague is abſent, and Cecilia, and my 
father breakfaſt alone in the ſtudy ?” 

Lord Montague abſent! I did not 
know it.“ 

« He, his valet, his horſes, and all that 
belongs to him, have diſappeared.” While 
this was paſſing, Lavinia had retired to 
the window, at the farther part of the 
room, Monimia followed. 

„Lavinia“ ſaid ſhe, “ will you oblige 
me, by anſwering one queſtion, though 
you may think it a liberty in my aſking 
it?“ «J will,” replied Lavinia, with firm- 
nels, Lady Monimia bluſhed—ſhe heſi- 
tated, and was at a loſs to expreſs herſelf; 
recovering, however, ſhe ſaid © pray was 
Lord Montague partial to you ?” 

« Me! my God! what an idea! 

„Well, Lavinia, I know not what to 
lay, but the whole myſtery terminates in 
this; Lord Montague was ſuppoſed to 
have lain with you laſt night, and his diſ- 
appearing has confirmed it in the opinion 
of Cecilia.” 

« Alas! Thou all avenging God!” 
murmured Lavinia, © with what wilt thou 
F 4 afflict 
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afflit me next? Ah, my dear Lady Mo, 
niraia, Selieve not the tale,” and preſſed 
her hand with convulſive horror. 

« I do not, my dear gurl.” 

% May heaven repay you, anſwered 
Lavinia. 

This had paſſed between the two ladies 
in a wiſper ; but Lord Auguſtus and La. 
dy Lumley, expreſſing a wiſh for their 
breakfaſt, they repaired to the table, but 
neither touched any thing ; the ſolitary 
meal was ſoon finiſhed, and each perſon 
retired to their apartments. 

Lady Cecilia, when ſhe left her dreſſing 
room, haſtened to the ſtudy of her father, 


and with great agitation informed him of 


the laſt night's adventure, and at the ſame 
time begged him to ſeek Lord Montague, 
and deſire him to depart from the houſe. 
The Earl obeyed, but Lord Montague, 
and all that belonged to him were already 
gone. The Earl returned, and informed 
Lady Cecilia of it. © It is as I ſuſpett- 
ed,” ſaid ſhe, © When I entered the room, 
he ſtarted up, and fearing to meet the in- 


jured Cecilia, he has privately left the 
| houſe,” 
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houſe.” Aſter a pauſe, ſhe continued, 
„Lavinia, my dear father, muſt not re- 
main in this houſe, the ſight of her would 
annihilate me; oblige me, therefore, by 
preſenting her with this pocket- book, and 
let her, if he pleaſes, follow Lord Monta- 
ue.“ 

« My God,” ſaid Lavinia, as ſhe threw 
herſelſ on a ſettee in her own chamber; 
* what can all this mean, an incompre- 
henſible myſtery appears through the 
houſe, the whole of which ſeems to cen- 
ter in me. Ah, my God, will my miſeries 
never end! Was it not enough that I 
never knew my parents! Then did I not 
ſuffer ſufficient in being betrayed by a 
monſter of brutality! And then did I 
not ſee my own infant killed by the ſame 
barbarian? Oh my God! What a world 
of agonizing miſery is there in the recol- 
lection!“ 

The Earl now entered.“ By the de- 
lire of my daughter, I am to preſent you 
with this pocket-book Miſs Spencer: the 
contents, amount to two hundred pounds, 

and 
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and with it, it is the deſire of Lady Ce. 
cilia, that you will leave the Abbey.“ 

« Ah, my Lord!“ ſaid Lavinia, in a 
tone that would have melted a heart of 
adamant, * in pity to me, let me know my 
crime, permit me to ſee Lady Cecilia,” 
and ſhe knelt as ſhe ſpoke © that I may 
beg her to extend a little mercy towards 
me.” „My daughter is incxorable,” re. 
plied the Earl; “ and her fixed determi. 
nation is, not to ſee you. I will therefore | 
if you pleaſe, Miſs Spencer, order the ſer- 
vant to beſpeak you a chaiſe,” and with the 

<thoſe words he left the room. tet 

« O thou effigy of a beloved mother ¶ be 
unknown,” ſaid Lavinia, as ſhe took from ch 
her boſom a miniature picture; “ if thou ¶ ha 
art not left in “ this vale of woes, hover 
round thy wretched offspring, and protect hi 
her; and if thou art ſtill on earth—O, 
thou Almighty Father of all things, guide a 
me to her, and let me, after all my miſery, re 
feel the pleaſure of a maternal embrace! 

Aﬀter ſhe had bathed the portrait with her 


tears, ſhe returned it to her boſom, and 
riſing 
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De ſing, packed up her wardrobe for a jour- 
hey. She had finiſhed it, and put 6n her 
abit, and the chaiſe had not yet come; 
je therefore left her room, to take a 
talk in the garden, in hopes of ſeeing 
ady Monimia, to bid her adieu.“ I 
ill take my laſt farewell of this favourite 
lace,” ſaid ſhe, as ſhe aſcended the ſtep; 
of the temple. She had not been init a 
moment, before Captain Beverly entered. 


re « Beloved Lavinia,” ſaid he,“ you are 
* going to leave the Abbey. Come then, to 
MY arms, which ſhall afford you pro- 
tection. My fortune's ample, which ſhall 
er be at your command; you ſhall have a 
n chariot, and every thing to make you 
4 happy, if you will once more bleſs me.” 
a * Sooner would I receive inſtant anni- 


hilation.” replied Lavinia. 

It is well, madam ; but know, that af- 
ter all the trouble I have had I ſhall not 
relinquiſh you,” 
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- & Wouldſt thou ſay ind p. 
To the poor wretch, who after many a ſtep 4 
Oer Afric's burning ſands, half dead with drought, N e 
n tO) 


Holds in his parching and eager hand at laſt, 
The liquid blefling that he long had pin'd for. ever 
Then wouldſt thou ſay, that wiſdom bids him daſh illet, 


The ſalutary treaſure from his tongue, ere 
And periſh by the thirſt that waſtes his being. ntil 
HAYLEY, us. 


4 vou. 
Tuvus Lavinia wouldſt thou Ihe 

have me reſign all that's worth living for, IIad. 
but no, my charmer, I cannot will not ber 
do it.“ While he repeated the above an a 
lines, Lavinia had reached the door, and ente 
was juſt going to eſcape, when he caught chal 


her in his arms, and prevented her. La- AP 
vinia 
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nia ſhrieked; in a moment the door 
rened, and Lady Monimia entered. She 
aſt at Beverly a look of indignation, and 
aughtily ſaid, © I wiſh, fir, to ſpeak to 
ils Spencer, alone.” He bowed, and 
eſt the temple. 

« Methinks I ſee to the bottom of this 
cheme, my dear girl,” ſaid Lady Moni- 
nia, © but do not deſpair ; take this letter 
nd preſent it to the lady to whom it is 
lireted. In the winter, when we were 
n town, ſhe was in Paris, you therefore 
ever ſaw her; but if you give her this 
illet, you will find in her a true and ſin- 
ere friend, and one who will protect you 
til ſuch time I am united to my Augul- 
us, and have a houſe of my own to offer 
you.” Lavinia took the letter, and kiſſed 
the hand with extacy that preſented it, 
Lady Monimia preſſed her tenderly to 
ber boſom, and imprinted on her cheek 
an affectionate embrace. A domeſtic now 
entered the temple, to inform Lavinia the 
chaiſe waited; the two ladies ſhed tears 
at parting, and was a long time before they 
could 
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could bid each other adieu. Lavinia gare 
the pocket-book to Lady Monimia, and 
begged her to return it to Lady Cecilia, 
and with it her thanks: but as ſhe was not 
in immediate neceſſity ſhe could not think 
of accepting it. The baggage being pro- 
perly placed, ſhe ſtepped into the chaiſe 
and drove off. Lavinia ſlept that night 
on the road, but arrived the next day at 


noon in Groſvenor-ſquare, at the houſe of 


Lady Davenport, to whom the letter was 
directed. She was ſhewn into a parlour, 
and the houſekeeper waited on her to 
know her pleaſure. She requeſted to ſee 
Lady Davenport, to whom ſhe was intro- 
duced in her ladyſhip's dreſſing-room, and 
was received with every mark of polite- 
neſs. Her ladyſhip deſired to know her 
commands; Lavinia gave her the letter, 
the purport of which was as follows : 


To 


To 
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To Lady Davenport. 


DRAYTON-ABBEY, 


« I have committed to your charge, 
my dear Angelina, a truſt that muſt be 
your peculiar care—it is the lovely La- 
vinia that claims your protection. My 
couſin has withdrawn her friendſhip from 


| her, on an imaginary crime, which I am 


convinced ſhe is innocent of, and which 
is a fabric raiſed by her enemies; guard 
her, therefore, as if it was thy Monimia 
left to thy care, until ſuch time as I have 
a houſe of my own. Then I ſhall claim 
your lovely charge for myſelf —— adieu, 
preſent my reſpects to your cara ſpoſa, 
and your ſiſter. Yours, 

Monimia Drayton.” 


When Lady Davenport had read the 
letter, ſhe kindly embraced Lavinia, wel- 
comed her to her houſe, and aſſured her 
of her friendſhip. She then turned to 
her woman, who was waiting, and ordered 

her 
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her to get Miſs Spencer ſome refreſhment, 
and while the attendant was abſent, Lady 
Davenport thus addrefſed Lavinia. 

e Throughout the whole of Monimia's 
letters, ſhe continually mentioned the 
lovely Lavinia, in ſo much, that ſhe quite 
raiſed my curioſity to ſee you ;—you can- 
not, therefore, my dear girl, imagine hoy 
happy you have made me by this viſit.” 
Lavinia expreſſed her gratitude, and Lady 
Davenport continued, “ The town is be- 
ginning to fill, and to-night 1s the firſt 
route I give. May I hope for the plea- 
ſure of introducing you to my friends; or 
are you too much fatigued with your jour- 
ney?” Lavinia replied, ſhe would attend 
her in the drawing-room ; the ſervant now 
entered to lay the cloth, and after Lavi- 
nia had eaten a few morſels, Lady Daven- 
port's woman aſſiſted her to dreſs. 

This being compleated, ſhe deſcended 
to the drawing-room, which was already 
almoſt filled. Lady Davenport intro- 


duced her to her lord, who complimented 


her with a deal of politeneſs. She was 
then 
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then introduced to Lady Georgina, Lady 
Davenport's ſiſter, who. declared herſelf 
exceſſively happy by the addition to the 
family, and ſaid gaily to her ſiſter, “In- 
deed, Angelina, , you muſt let me have the 
honour of preſenting the ſweet Lavinia to 
Lord Arundel.” Lady.Davenport there- 
fore reſigned her to her giddy filter, who 
introduced her in the following manner 
to Lord Arundel: Here my dear grand- 
papa, this is Miſs Spencer, for whom I 
beſpeak your friendſhip.” ?: f 

« I freely give it her, replied he, for 
her lovely countenance would have be- 
ſpoken it, if my mad-cap Georgina had 
not.” Lavinia returned him her thanks 
for the honour he did her, and then by 
the deſire of Lady Georgina, ſhe ſat down 
next to her on the ſopha. 

* Lord Arundel cannot ſurely be your 
grandfather, Lady Georgina,” faid La- 
vinia, ſome time after. 

* No, to be ſure, he is not,” replied 
ſhe. © He is no relation of ours, for all he 
lives in the houſe; but he is a charming 

Vol. 1. G 
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man, and not knowing what to call hin 
I honour him with the appellation of 
grand-papa. For do you know, child, ] 
cannot bear to title people in form, and 
you muſt poſitively never call me any 
thing but plain Georgina, and I ſhall 
call you my Lavinia.” 
« To be honoured with the appellation 
of your Lavinia, would give me infinite 
pleaſure; but indeed I cannot call you by 
any thing but your proper title.” 
« But, indeed child, you ſhall.” 
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ſhall THE PHENOMENON. 
ation 
anne! Bir if the lover hopes to be in grace, 
5 b Wan be his looks, and meagre be his face; 


That colour from the fair compaſſion draws, 
She thinks you ſick, and thinks herſelf the cauſe. 
Ovi. 


LA Dy Georgina repeated the 
above lines, and then continued,“ Do, 
pray, my dear Lavinia, look at that phe- 
nomenon of faſhion which is juſt entered, 
and tell me if you do not think he ſtu- 
dies the lines I juſt repeated“ Lavinia 
laughed, Perhaps it may not be impro- 
per to give a deſcription of the gentleman. 
His name was Sir Harry le Blond; he 
was tall to a degree, and exceſſively thin, 
lo much ſo,” that he had more the appear- 
Ga - ance 
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ance of a ſkeleton than a living being, 
His face was of a moſt pallid or falloy 
hue, and his dreſs aſſiſted to make hin 
more conſpicuous. His hair was dreſſed 
very wide, and profuſe in ſmall curls be. 
bind; it was platted, and turned up ſho; 
round his neck he wore a cravat, in which 
was rolled ſomething in imitation of 
towel, which projected to ſuch a degree, 
that it ſhowed a brown and fkinny neck, 
truly odious. To ornament this neck- 
dreſs more, it had an enormous bow tied 
at the front, which was edged with point 
lace; the waiſtcoat was of blue fattin, 
_ edged with fox trimmings; the coat was 
ſtriped filk of various colours; the fal 
cloaths were of nankeen, though at a dif 
tance they looked more like buckſkin; to 
thoſe were added an enormous profuſion 
of knee ſtrings; white filk ſtockings ; Spa- 
niſh leather ſhoes, and oblong ſilver buc- 
kles, inlaid with gold; a fox tippet, and 
muff compleated the beau. 

When the ladies were tired of laughing 


at Sir Harry, the converſation changed 
and 
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.nd-after various chit-chat, Lady Geor- 
gina aſked Lavinia if ſhe was fond of 
writing. | 

« Very fond,” replied Lavinia. 

« Tamglad of it,” ſaid Lady Georgi- 
na, © and one of theſe days, I ſhall ſhow 
you ſome of my produttions. Would you 
believe, my ſweet girl 1 have wrote for 
the preſs already? 

« Your ladyſhip aſtoniſhes me, what 
in the name of heaven could induce 
vou?“ 

* Ha! ha! ha! amuſement, my ſweet 
girl, and ſufficient I received from it, I 
can aſſure you ; if you are inclined to lif- 
ten to my nonſenſe, I will give you an 
anccdote of the novel I wrote.” 

« I can perceive,” ſaid Lavinia, “ you 


are a little inclined to be ſatirical ; pro- 


eeed therefore, I am all attention.” Lady 
Georgina laughed, and began : 

« When I was in Wales, laſt ſummer, 
I was annihilated by that demon Ennui; 
being fond of writing, and in order to 


diſſipate it 1 veſolved to write a novel. 
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In our neighbourhood, there was a Mr, 
Sims, and family, which conſiſted of the 
old lady and gentleman, two daughter, 
and three ſons. When my novel was 
finiſhed, I told one of the girls of it, and 
ſhe inſtantly imparted it to the reſt of the 
family; they were all very eager to ſee i, 

but I only laughed at them. When the 
winter approached, we repaired to town, 
the Sims's family came likewiſe ; I nov 
publiſhed my novel, and for the interelt 
of the printer, allowed it to be adver- 
tiſed. Mr. S. Sims read the advertiſe- 
ment, and purchaſed the book; a few 
days after, my brother had occaſion togo 


into the city to call on his banker, and by 


chance met Mr. S. Sims. * Well, my 
Jord, I have read Lady Georgina's book.” 
my brother laughed, © and,” continued he 
« I am ſure ſhe never wrote it, for it 1s 
too well done, ſome other perſon is the 
| author, and Lady Georgina's name is on- 
ly borrowed.” © Now, my dear Lavinia, 
ſaid Lady Georgina, © I intend to be re- 


venged on them, for 1 have begun ano- 
ther 
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ther novel, a ſatirical one, in which I 
intend taking off all my acquaintance, and 
the firſt on the liſt will be a deſcription of 
the Sims's family; now, mind you behave 
well, Lavinia, or you will be among the 
reſt,” 

Lavinia laughed, and told' her lively 
ladyſhip, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould not be ſo 
unfortunate, © If it is not too much 
trouble,” continued ſhe, © I ſhould be 
much obliged to your ladyſhip for the 
deſcription of the Sims's family, for per- 
haps you may repent, and not favour the 
public with it.“ 

« You could not aſk me for any thing 
that would pleaſe me more ; I will there- 
fore give it you with pleaſure.” Here 
ſhe gave a long detail of the ignorance 
and deformity of the Sims's family, and 
was proceeding farther, when Lavinia 
cried out, © Stop, ſtop, for heaven's ſake, 
your ſatire carries you too far.” 

« Indeed, my love,” ſaid Lady Geor- 
gina, © I have not in the leaſt deviated 


from truth.“ | 
G4 « Then 
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« Then you have ſufficiently ſurfeited 
me,” replied Lavinia. 'Georgina was noy 
called to the whiſt table; and Lady Eu- 
phemia Roſeville, took the ſeat by La- 
vinia-upon the ſopha. 


Rr 
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_ CHAP. XVI. 


THE CONQUEST. 


He that loves 
Goes out to ſea upon a ſhatter'd plank, 


And puts his truſt in miracles for ſafety. 
YOUNG, 


Im come,“ ſaid Lady Eu- 
phemia, “ to ſolicit your friendſhip,.—1 
left the card table purpoſely, vill you al- 
low me, therefore, to be your friend?“ 

« With pleaſure,” replied Lavinia, 
warmly, “ Surely,” ſaid ſhe, to herſelf, 
there is ſomething peculiar in this me- 
tropolis, that makes all the woman ſo en- 
chantingly irreſiſtible.“ 

«1 ſhall claim an early demonſtration 
of the friendſhip you have promiſed me.” 
laid Lady Euphemia; it is, continued 
; the, 
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ſhe, © to come with Lady Georgina to 


breakfaſt with me, to-morrow morning, 
and after which I will take you both to 
an auction. 

If agreeable to Lady Georgina,” re. 
plied Lavinia, © I will accept of your po- 
lite offer with pleaſure; but one thing 
muſt be omitted, which is breakfaſting 
with you, for perhaps, Lady Davenport 
may think it diſreſpectful in me, if I do 
not breakfaſt with her the firſt morning.” 

Lady Euphemia replied, © that ſhe was 
a very good girl, and had her thoughts 
more about her then ſhe had.” 

«© Who, my dear ma'am,” ſaid Lavinia, 
aſter a pauſe; © is that gentleman that 
leans upon the back of Lord Arundel's 
chair? He has not played the whole even- 
ing, and his eyes have been diretted all 
the night this way,; and if by chance I 
have oblerved him, he withdrew his eyes 
in ſo modeſt a manner, that it is impoſli. 
ble to be angry with him for ſtaring.” 

« It is the Marquis of Caernarvon—I 
aſſure you, you have made a very envi- 


able 
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viable conqueſt, for I obſerved, as well 
as you did, how much he gazed upon 
you.” 

Lavinia was prevented from making re- 
ply, by Lady Davenport's coming up to 
her,“ Why my dear girl,” ſaid her lady- 
ſhip, you muſt be quite ſick with ennuz, 
ſitting ſo long without amuſement. Come, 
my love, you muſt take one rubber at 
whiſt.” | 

« Your Jadyſhip pays a very poor com- 
pliment to my two new friends, as to ima- 
gine I could have the leaſt ennui when in 
their company,” She then would have 
declined playing, but Lady Davenport 
would take no refuſal; ſhe was therefore 
obliged to ſeat herſelf at the card table. 


The party conſiſted of herſelf, Lady Eu- 


phemia, and a gentleman whom the com- 
pany called Sir John. Lady Davenport 
was at a loſs for a fourth, when ſhe, by 
chance caſt her eyes upon the Marquis, 
Mercy on me, my lord!” ſaid ſhe, 
* why one would think you was turned 


into a ſtatue, you have not touched a card 
to 
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to night; come, I juſt want you—you 
muſt -poſitively make up this table.“ This 
invitation was too coincident with his 
own wiſhes for to be refuſed, he there. 
fore ſeated himſelf without being aſked a 
ſecond time. Fortune was kind to his 
wiſhes, and gave him Lawinia for his 
partner, | | 

« I'll bet any body eight to five on this 
ſide,” ſaid Sir Harry le Blond, as he came 
and leaned himſelf upon the back of 
Lavinia's chair. 

* You pay me a fine compliment, Sir 
Harry,“ ſaid Lady Euphemia, ſmiling. 

« Ah moi chere belle pardonnez moi, but 
who would not bet their all upon ſuch a 
divinity as this.” Lavinia bluſhed ex- 


ceedingly, but made no reply to this ex- 


travagant compliment as ſhe thought it; 
Lady Euphemia laughed, and declared 


Sir Harry to be the moſt gallant man ſhe 
knew. 


The game was not long, and terminated + 


in favour of Lady Euphemia. Are you 
not very angry with me, my lord,” ſaid 
Lavinia, 
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Lavinia, ſmiling, as they aroſe from the 
table, “ for loofing-your money?“ 

« No, indeed,” replied. the Marquis, 
preſſing her hand at the ſame time, with 
energy, J am not; that ſmile which 
adorned your countenance, as-you ſpoke, 
would repay a man for loſing the world.“ 
Lavinia became embarraſſed, but Lady 
Georgina joining them, happily relieved 
her, The company now began. to diſ- 
perſe, and the Marquis aſked Lavinia if 
ſhe would permit him to ſee after her 
carriage. 

« I have none, my lord,” replied ſhe.. 

« Your chair then, ma'am” 

« Iam much obliged to your lordſhip,” 
replied ſhe, ſmiling. at this little piece of 
artifice; © but I have no occaſion for ei- 
ther, as my place. of reſidence is in the 
houſe.” 

% How comes it, then, that I never 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing you before?“ 

“ Becauſe I have but this day arrived 
from the country.” 


The 
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The room now began to get empty, and 
the Marquis, among the reſt, bid the fa. I .. 
mily good night. Lady Euphemia had 
been aſked by Lady Davenport to ſtay 
ſupper, ſhe conſented, and while the cloth 
was laying, ſhe came up to Lavinia, 
« Georgina has conſented, dear girl, 
ſaid ſhe, “ I ſhall, therefore, expect you 
by one o'clock. I have a lifter, like- 


wiſe, whom I wiſh to preſent to you; a 
alas, poor girl!” and ſhe ſighed, “ 8 
fear I ſhall ſoon loſe her. She is far | 
advanced in a decline—the Bath and Bril- 1 
tol waters have been tried without effect, 1 

C 


ſhe is ſinking hourly into the grave.” Her 
eyes were now diffuſed with tears, and 
Lavinia involuntary wept likewiſe. 

Js there any peculiar cauſe for her 
ilineſs ?” interrogated Lavinia. 

« Alas! too much cauſe,” anſwered 
Lady Euphemia. * You ſhall ſee my be- 
loved ſiſter, my ſweet Emmeline, and then 
I will inform you of her little hiſtory, in 
which you will ſee the effe& love has on 
her, truly I may ſay with the poet, that 

CHAP. 


nd 
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COERCE IRS PIXEL 


C H. AP. XVII. 


THE LETTER. 


———— Language is to faint to ſhew 

The rage of love—it preys upon her life; 

She pines, ſhe ſickens, ſhe deſpairs, ſhe dies. 

* KR * X X X * * XR X * * 

Heaven's ! would one think, 'twere poſſible for love 

To make ſuch ravage in a noble ſoul ? 

Oh, I'm diſtreſs'd ! my heart bleeds for her! 
ADDISON,. 


Tu E converſation was inter- 
rupted by the appearance of ſupper, and 
the family ſeating themſelves, Lord Arun- 
del placed himſelf next Lavinia, whom he 
ſeemed much ſtruck with, and to whom he 
paid every polite attention; the ſupper con- 
cluded, Lady Euphemia departed not until 


ſhe had again reminded the two ladies of 
their 
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their promiſe. The family now ſeperated, 
and Lady Davenport herſelf, accompanied 
by Lady Georgina, ſhowed Lavinia to 
her bed-chamber, ſhe returned them her 
thanks—they would hear none, and wiſh- 
ing her pleaſant ſleep, they left the room. 
e How peculiarly fortunate have I been 
from my earlieſt infancy, in my female 
| friendſhips!” exclaimed Lavinia, “Be- 
verly dare not profane this roof, but 
| ſhould he, by chance, make his appear. 
ance here, I would inſtantly.make Lady 
| Davenport acquainted my tale of wee, 
| Should he then attempt any more ſtrata- 
gems, they would be fruſtrated; by her 
being acquainted with his villainy.” 

The next morning when Lavinia aroſe, 
it. being earlier then the reſt of the family, 
ſhe ſat down to write to Lady Monimia, 
a long, letter of thanks; and ſhe gavea 
deſcription of the route, &c. She added 
in her letter, © By the appearances of the 
family, I think I ſhall be as happy as / 
can be. She finiſhed her letter, and then 


went down to the breakfaſt parlour. The 
family 
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family had not yet aroſe, and the ſervant 
hearing ſome one enter the parlour, came 
to ſee who it was; finding Miſs Spen- 
cer, he gave her a letter, which he in- 
formed her had juſt arrived by the poſt. 
Lavinia opened it, and found it was from 
Lady Monimia. 


To Miss SPENCER, 


I ſhall make no apology, dear girl, 


for ſo ſoon troubling you with an epib- 
tle, as the whole of the ſubject on which 
I write concerns yourſelf. 

Soon after you left Drayton Abbey, 
the dinner bell called the family toge- 
ther ; 

« Where is Miſs Spencer ?” aſked Load 
* Auguſtus, 

*I wiſh you would not aſk * 
* brother,” cried Lady Cecilia, peeviſhly. 
Auguſtus was ſilent until the ſervants 
had withdrawn, then looking at me, he 
laid, 


Vol. I. H 40 perhaps, 


- 
—— — — — — ——— * 
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| * Perhaps, Monimia, you can give ne I 
« a more ſatisfactory anſwer.” 10 
| « I can, my Lord - Miſs Spencer i; iſ « 
| * gone from the Abbey.” 
Gone,“ ſaid he; Where? and why is 
41 « fhe gone?“ 
| | « I cannot tell you why, but ſhe is gone 
I * to London.“ 
| « To London!“ reiterated Capt. Be- 
| verly. 
* But I imagine you know for why, Ce- 
« cilia,” continued Auguſtus. 
« La, brother, I wiſh you would not be 


6 ſo inquiſitive, for I know nothing about 
* 


| This is ſomething queer,” ſaid Au- 
| | guſtus, © that Lavinia is gone, the wed- 
« ding broke, the bridegroom abſent, and 
« every one in the family ſeems to bein 
the ſecret except myſelf, who I think 
„ ſhould be the firſt to know it.” 

„Nothing more was ſaid about it. At 
night, however, when Mexwell was help- 
ing me to undreſs, ſhe began talking, 

« La, Me'em,” ſaid ſhe, © how our fa- 


« mily decreaſes to-day; Lord Monta- 
. 6c gue 
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« ove and Miſs Spencer left the Abbey, 
« and to-morrow Captain Beverly is go- 
«ing, and then, continued ſhe, looking 
at me archly, “there is no doubt but 
« Lady Lumley will follow him.” | 

« Captain Beverly going?“ ſaid I— 
« Why I know nothing of it.” 

« Me'em, but I do; for Charles, his 
Valet, had orders this afternoon to be- 
ſpeak chaiſes, to be here to-morrow 
«noon, for London.“ 

* Humph,” ſaid I. 

« And I ſuppoſe Mr. Charles had orders 
from his maſler to ſift me too,“ conti- 
nued my loquacious informer : © But 
* maſter Charles got nothing from me; 
for you know Me'em I knew nothing.” 

* What did he want to know of you, 
* Mexwell ?” 

* Why, Me'em, he wanted ſadly 10 
*know where abouts in London Miſs 
Spencer had gone: I don't know, in- 
*deed, Mr. Charles, ſaid I. © Oh, la, 
"my dear Me'em, you need not ſhew 
2 yourſelf airs about it, for I don't care a 

H 2 ruſh 
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« ruſh to know.“ Saying this, he took 


„ out his white pocket-handkerchief, 


which was ſo finely ſcented with his 
« maſter's eſſence, and dabbed it in my 
« face with ſuch an air of aſfettation, that 
„ made me ſick ; ſo I left the kitchen and 
« him too.“ 

« I now told her ſhe might leave me; 
aſter which I conſidered over the paſt 
converfation. Beverly then intends 
going to London in purſuit of Lavinia; 
but I will ſtrive to prevent him by ſome 
ſtratagem. I had no occaſion for the 

trouble; fortune took it upon herſelf. 

« At breakfaſt, the next morning, an 
expreſs arrived for Captain Bere 
Chagrined to the ſoul he ſeemed while 
ke read it, and I, who fat next to him, 
heard him mutter, * I want not their 
aggrandizement; ll be d—n'd it ! 
don't reſign my commiſſion,” 

„ Some pleaſing news, Captain,” faid 
the Earl, “that comes by exprels.” 

« Not very pleaſing, my Lord ;” then 


giving my uncle the letter, he faid, 
« You 
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« You may read it, if you pleaſe.“ The 
letter was from the General, to inform 
him that he muſt ſet out inſtantly for 
Portſmouth, to join his regiment, which 
was ready to embark for Gibraltar. The 
letter lik ewiſe informed him that he was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Co- 
lonel. 

« Not good news, young man,” ſaid the 
Earl: „Why, if I was you, I ſhould 
think it the beſt news I could receive,” 
„Beverly made no anſwer, but rang for 
his valet, and after giving him ſome or— 
ders, he re-ſeated himſelf. The break- 
falt was juſt concluded, when the chaiſe 
arrived at the door; his baggage was 
ready, and his ſervant ſoon placed them 
in the chaiſe. He took leave of the 
Farl, Auguſtus, myſelf, and Cecilia; but 
determined to chagrine him a little 
before he went. 

* Lady Lumley was confined to her 
room with a cold, and therefore knew 
nothing of his going: © Colonel,” ſaid I, 
"you won't go without taking leave of 

H 3 * Lady 
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Lady Lumley; I will, if you pleaſe, 
«* ſend a ſervant up to aſk if you may not 
« be admitted into her dreſſing- room.“ 
« T am much obliged to you, Lady Mo. 
« nimia,”” ſaid he, with an expreſſive look, 
and evidently vexed, “but I have not 
* time; I ſhall therefore trouble you to 
* preſent my reſpects to Lady Lumley,” 
& He then bid us good- by, and departed, 
« Wiſhing to diſcharge myſelf of m 


commiſſion, I entered the apartment of 


Lady Lumley: “1 am come, Ma'am,” 


« faid I, © to preſent Beverly's reſpetts to 


« you, and at the ſame time to apologize 
« for his not having time to take leave of 
« you perſonally.” 

« Take leave!” cried ſhe, in a tone of 
horror and ſurpriſe; © Where is he then 
gone?“ | 

To Portſmouth, Ma'am, to join his re- 


« giment, which is inſtantly to embark for 


« Gibraltar.” When I pronounced thoſe 


words, Lavinia, I think I never ſaw ſo 


compleat a picture of deſpair ; claſping 
her hands, and raiſing her eyes to het 
ven, 
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yen, ſhe burſt into tears: © How unfor- 
« tunate,“ exclaimed ſhe, “ that I came 
« not down to breakfaſt this morving !— 
Since you are witneſs to my weakneſs, I 
« will conceal nothing from you—but I 
«am miſerable - Leave me, therefore, 
« dear Lady Monimia, for one hour; at 
« the expiration of that time I will ſend 
« for you, and entruſt you with a ſecret.” 
« I filently bowed my head, and left the 
room; nor could I help feeling for this 
woman, Lavinia, altho' ſhe never was a 
favourite with me. Were I to ſee my 
greateſt enemy weep, and exclaim that 
they were miſerable, I could not forbear 
ſympathizing with them. Two hours elap- 
led, but no meſſage came from Lady 
Lumley. The third had nearly expired, 
when Mexwell came to aſk me if I 
would not dreſs—She mn be- 
gan with 
“La, Me'em, I ſhall be ſo glad when 
* all theſe underhanded doings are done 
„with.“ 
« What now, Mexwell!?“ 
84 «Ls, 


_ i. eo 
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« La, Me'em, there was yeſterday Lord 
« Montague went off, French faſhion, as 
« the ſaying is, and now to-day there's 
Lady Lumley gone in the ſame manner,” 

« Lady Lumley gone!“ 

« Yes, Me'em, I ſee her go with my own 
&« eyes; a chaiſe waited at the corner of 
« the park: I {ee Dobſon put all Lady 
« Lumley's trunks and boxes behind the 
* chaiſe; I ſaw her Ladyſhip get in too, 
« and mortal big ſhe looked—jult as if ſhe 
te was pregnant (aye, Lavinia, what do you 
te ſay to that); and Dobſon got in after- 
« wards, and then the chaiſe drove off.“ 
„Go, ſaid I to this female Marplot, 
e and ſee if Lady Lumley has left a letter 
« in her chamber.” She went, and ſoon 
returned with two—one was directed to 
Cecilia, the other to me. I broke the 

ſeal of mine, and read theſe words: 


« Neceſſity, my dear Lady Monimia, 
* obliges me to depart—yet think not I 
ce follow that wretch Beverly. Harriot 


“Lumley poſſeſſes not a ſoul ſo exalted 
; «cl as 
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«as Lady Monimia, yet it would ſhrink 
from ſo humiliating a ſtep. I go to a 
« ſmall eſtate of my own, where, for- 
# getting and forgot, I will fink into ob- 
« ſcurity, and curſe the perfidy of man. 
« Yet before I go, I muſt impart to you 
« a ſecret, which 1s, that Lavinia and 
„Lord Montague are innocent; I and 
* Beverly only are guilty. For a reaſon, 
* unknown to me, Beverly wiſhed to get 
« Miſs Spencer from the Abbey, for which 
© he formed a plot, in which he ſucceeded 
but too well. He informed Lord Mon- 
© tague that the coldneſs of Lady Cecilia 
* towards him was owing to the love fhe 
* had for himſelf; beſide which, he pre- 
* ſented to his Lordſhip a letter which he 
« pretended he had from Lady Cecilia to 
* invite him:that evening to her chamber. 
Lord Montague believed it, and with 
* his valet left the houſe. Miſs Spencer 
had a ſmall quantity of laudanum given 
cher, and Beverly took the place, which 
* Lady Cecilia thought was Lord Mon- 
4 tague. 
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* tague. We perceived you was not ſo 
« eaſily duped, and therefore feared you. 
Thus have I elucidated as much of 
« the myſtery as my agitated ſpirits will 
« permit. Excuſe me, if the ſmall narra- 
tion is not ſo legible as I could wiſh, 
* for time will only allow me to ſay, I re. 
« main Your obedient, 
HARRIOT LUMLEY,” 


As ſoon as I read it, my dear Lavi. 
nia, I haſtened to the chamber of Ceci- 
lia, and gave her the other note, and 
told her Lady Lumley had left it for her. 
She opened it and read it. It only con- 
tained an apology for her abrupt depar. 
ture, and a return of thanks for the hol. 
pitality with which the had been treated, 
Soon as Cecilia had peruſed it, I gave 
her my note. After ſhe had read it, ſhe 
burſted into tears, „Oh. Monimia!“ 
exclaimed ſhe, © how I have treated La- 
« vinia! tell me where ſhe is, that I may 
« fly and intreat her on my knees to par- 


don and return to me.“ 
6c Be 


— 
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« Be afſured, my dear couſin, ſhe par- 
« dons you ; but, like the wounded ſnake, 
« ſhe never could return to you.“ Thus, 
my dear girl, every thing is cleared up 
to your advantage, and you are no longer 
looked on as guilty, We are going to 
Paris, as ſoon as we can get ready, 
where we are to ſpend the winter. 
Adieu, dear Lavinia; preſent my reſ- 
pebts to the amiable family you are with, 
and believe me 
Your ſincere and 
Devoted friend, 


MONIMIA DRAYTON.” 


CHAP. 
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FFP 
CHAP, XVI. 
THE LOVE-LORN FAIR ONE, 


Oh! have you ſeen a lilly pale, 
| When beating rains deſcend ; 
So drooped the ſlow- conſuming maid, 
Her life's now near the-end. 
TICKELL, 


Lavinia had juſt finiſhed her 
tetter, when Lord Arundel entered the 
parlour. | | 

“Well, my fair friend, how did you 
fleep in a ſtrange bed laſt night?“ 

“Perfectly well, I thank you, my Lord; 
I hope you did likewiſe?” 

«I did, my ſweet girl, I thank you.“ 
Lady Georgina now entered; and run— 
ning up to Lavinia, ſhe exclaimed, “ What 
a — truant you are! I went to your 

room, 
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room, and you were flown.” Without 
ſaying for Lavinia's anſwer, ſhe turned 
to Lord Arundel. Lord and Lady Da- 
venport now joined them, and after in- 
quiries had paſſed to and fro, the family 
ſeated themſelves to breakfaſt. The cha- 
riot ſoon after was at the door, and Lady 
Georgina and Lavinia drove to Mancheſ- 
ter-ſquarc. They were ſhewn to the 
drawing-ruom, where Lady Euphemia was 
waiting for them; Lady Emmeline, her 
ſiſter, was on a ſettee, but aroſe at their 
entrance. She preſented only the re- 
mains of a beautiful woman—her once 
elegant form was quite emaciated—her 
black eyes had loſt all their luſtre and 
her pallid cheeks expreſſed an aching 
heart. She fighed repeatedly ; though, 
amidſt all her ſorrows, ſhe appeared per- 
ſectly good-natured. 

« If you find yourſelf, my dear Emme- 
line, uneaſy, I will not leave you,” ſaid 
Lady Euphemia. 

By no means, my love,” ſhe replied. 
"TL am perfectly compoſed, and beſides, . 


while 
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while you are gone, I ſhall find amuſe- 
ment in this“ (taking up Young's Night 
Thoughts). The three ladies bid her a 
good morning, and proceeded forward to 
the auction. © I promiſed you laſt night, 
Miſs Spencer, after you had ſeen my Em- 
meline, to give you her little hiſtory, Lady 
Georgina I think never heard it; if, there. 
fore,. it is agreeable to you both, I will 
repeat it now.” The two ladies expreſled 
the pleaſure it would give them, and Lady 
Euphemia continued. 

« We loſt our mother in our infancy; 
our grand-mother therefore took upon 
herſelf the care of our education : our ju- 
venile days I ſhall paſs over, till Emmeline 
was ſixteen— I was a year younger. At 
that period we loſt our grand-mother, and 
returned to the houſe of our father, the 
care of which was given to my ſiſter. She 
was introduced to the world, and like all 
fine girls, got numerous admirers. Em- 
meline gave the preference to'a Sir Fre- 
derick Beauchamp, who really loved her 
to diſtraction, though Emmeline's attach- 

ment 
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ment was by no means ſo intenſe. One 
evening, however, he attended us to a 
ball, and it was the firſt time I made my 
appearance in public. He, according to 
cuſtom, danced with my ſiſter; - and as 
ulual begged leave to inquire after her 
health the next morning. The boon was 


pranted, and he came. Emmeline has 


ſince informed me he that morning made 
an open declaration of his paſſion, and 
aſked permiſſion to ſpeak to her father. 
Emmeline, bluſhing, faid, “ She had no“ 
she would have added © objec. 
tion,” but the door opened, and my father 
entered. 

I fear, my ſweet girl,” ſaid Lord Roſe. 
ville, „J have interrupted you.” 

« No, my dear papa,” replied Emme- 
line, covered with bluſhes, “ you have 
not,” 

* What an unfortunate moment!“ mut- 
tered Sir Frederick; “ juſt as ſhe was con- 
ſenting, to be interrupted !”' 

The reaſon, my love,” ſaid my father, 
(miling, © that I made this untimely viſit 

was, 
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was, becauſe your couſin is arrived, and 
as he has never ſeen you, nor your ſiſter, 


he is impatient for that pleaſure.” 


« Let us go to him, my dear fir,” ſaid 
Emmeline, giving my father her hand; 
then turning to Sir Frederick, © You vil 
excuſe me; I ſhall ſee you again in the 
evening, as you have promiſed to accom- 
pany us to the theatre.” She then cunt. 


ſyed, bid him good morning, and retired 
to the drawing-room with my father, who 


introduced her to my couſin Edward, Af. 


ter the firſt compliments had paſſed which 
are uſual on ſuch occaſions, Emmeline 
took a full ſurvey of her couſin.— Alas 
ſhe gazed, and gazed again, and ſighed 
and felt, ſhe knew not what 

« How fortunate it was, ſaid ſhe to her- 
ſelf, © that my father came in the moment 
I was going to promiſe to be Sir Fre- 
derick's. My honour would have obliged 
me to have been his, but now, and ſhe 
ſeemed animated with 50. « if Edward 
likes me, I can be his.” 1 happened 


to be out ſhoping, and came not home 
till 


ill 
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ull my ſiſter had retired to dreſs—I there- 
fore went to her room, to ſhew her my 
purchaſes. © Dear Euphemia,” exclaim- 
ed ſhe, * our couſin Edward is arrived 
Oh, my dear girl, how charming he 1s ! F 
and ſhe ſighed. 

« Why that ſigh, Emmeline she 
ſmiled. © Poor Sir Frederic,” cricd I, 
ſhaking my head. She bluſhed. At din- 
ner I was introduced to my cuz, and 
found the poor fellow as amiable as Em- 
meline had repreſented him. In the 
evening, Sir Frederic came to eſcort us 
—he was Emmeline's beau—Edward was 
mine. Emmeline no longer diſtinguiſhed 
her favourite by a thouſand little endear- 
ments as ſhe uſed to do. She was cool 
and abſent. Sir Frederic obſerved it, and 
was chagrined. Each word Mr, Melville 
poke, ſhe would hang on with rapture— 
yet if Beauchamp uttered a word, ſhe 
knew not what he ſaid. Melville per- 
ceived her partiality—unlike the gene- 
ality of mankind, he was grateful for the 
avour, and returned her heart for heart. 
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ſummer now approached, and preparz. 
tions were made for our going to the 
country. “ Emmeline, my love,” aid 
my father one day at dinner,“ {hail "jc 
Beauchamp an invitation to ſpend ths 
ſummer with us?“ | 

„% Oh, la, no, Sir!” replied ſhe, ſo 
frightened that ſhe knew not what ſhe ſaid, 
*« What, my dear Sir, prejudiced you ſo 


K+ 


in favour of Sir Frederic?” My father . 
ſmiled, and only replied, he thought Sir \ 
Frederic would have been a companion for 1 
Edward. The night before we left town, I 
we were at a route Sir Frederic was there 
—I was ſtanding by my ſiſter, when be þ 


came up to us. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

A DUEL, 


I bave turn'd o'er the catalogue of woes 

Which ſling the heart of man, and fin 

None equal. It is the hydra of calamities; 

The ſcven- fold death; the jealous are damn'd ; 

A jealouſy each other paſſion's calm ; 

To thee, thou conflagration of the ſoul, 

Thou king of torments, thou grand counterpoize 

For all the tranſports beauty can inſpire. 
YOUNG, 


Drag Lady Emmeline,” ſaid 
he, taking the hand of my ſiſter, “ I fear 
I have been ſo unfortunate as to offend 
you, though, heaven is my witneſs, I 
know not in what.” 

* Indeed, Sir,” replied ſhe, coolly, 
you have not.“ 


I 2 cc Then 
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« Then why, my Emmeline, that cold. 
neſs—that pointed neglect, with which 
you treat me?“ 

« Bleſs me, Sir, what makes you think 
ſo ?—You grow ſo jealous, that you make 
one cold,” 

« Pardon me, Lady Emmeline, if I ack- 
nowledge that I love you beyond my life; 
but I never was ſo mean as to be jealous,” 

«That is a plain proof, Sir, that you 
don't care for me.” 

% Ah! ſay not ſo, beloved Emmeline; 
let the paſt be forgot—to-morrow you are 
to go to the country for a long long ſum- 
mer; I ſhall not ſee you—I muſt, there- 
fore, be miſerable—yet let me hope that 
when you return, I may be re-eſtabliſhed 
in your favour. Let me be once more 
happy with the idea of being Lady Em- 
meline's favourite.” 

« It is a long time to next winter, Sir; 
and without adding any more, ſhe retired 
to the upper end of the room. 

« Intercede for me, dear Lady Euphe- 
mia,” ſaid he“ Be my advocate to your 

lovely 


- 
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lovely fiſter,” I promiſed I would, and 
I kept my word, but to no effect. In 
the country the lovers ſettled their af- 
fair, and Melville aſked my, father to let 
him make Emmeline his—my father con- 
ſented, and they were married in two 
months. After we returned to town a few 
mornings, my brother-in-law ſeemed un- 
happy and reſtleſs, and went out a deal 
carlier than uſual. Emmeline and myſelf 
were ſitting that morning at work toge- 
ther, when at twelve o'clock the drawing- 
room door opened, and in ruſhed Sir Fre- 
deric. His fine beautiful hair hung 
diſhevelled about his ſhoulders—his eyes 
looked wild and fiery and he knelt to my 
lilter——* Oh, thou too lovely enchan- 
treſs !” exclaimed he, “ what a wretch 
haſt thou made me! I am about to fly, 
too lovely Emmeline, for ever from my 
country, yet I could not go without bid- 
ding you farewell!“ Then catching her 
hand he preſſed it to his lips with fervour, 
and left the room in the ſame haſty manner 
he entered it. © Alas, poor Sir Fre- 

19 : deric !'* 
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deric!” cried - I ;—Emmeline bluſhed 


and fighed. We were now rouſed by an 


alarm which ſeemed to prevail through. 
out the houſe. Emmeline ran to the head 
of the ſtairs to know the cauſe ; but hoy 
can I expreſs the horror ſhe felt at the 
ſight of her huſband, carried up covered 
with blood, and inſenſible. She ſhrieked, 
and fell lifeleſs to the ground. The 


| ſhriek alarmed me; I ran to her, but the 


ſight of Edward cauſed me to faint. My 
father, alarmed, came from his ſtudy, and 
having more fortitude than either of us, 
he gave proper directions to the ſervants, 
Melville was put to bed, and a phyſician 
was inſtantly ſent for. I and Emmeline 
were laid on couches in the drawing- 


room, and by the afliſtance of the houſe- 


keeper we toon recovered ; but alas, how 
changed was my beloved Emmeline !— 
frantic, wild, incoherent! She raved con- 
tinually for her Edward, and it was with 
difficulty we could keep her from him 
while the phyſician was examining the 
wound. No ſooner did ſhe hear his foot- 


ſlep 
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ſep upon the ſtairs, than ſhe broke from 
us, and was in an inſtant in the chamber 
of her Edward. I would have followed 
her, but I wiſhed to aſk the doQtor's 
opinion. | 

„Don't you think, Sir,” faid I, © that 
it is improper for my ſiſter to be with her 
huſband, for fear of agitating him?“ 

« The precaution, Madam,” replied he, 
« is unneceflary, I think it beſt for Lady 
Emmeline to be with Mr. Melville while 
he lives—for he cannot exiſt an hour ; the 
s, point of the ſword has entered his liver, 


k and all aſſiſtance is in vain.” 

N „Alas!“ exclaimed I, © then all hopes 
e are annihilated [III fated Edward! 
. Wretched Emmeline!“ 

g I now went to the chamber of Melville. 
7 Alas! at what a moment did I enter! Em- 


meline was gazing upon him with an ec- 
ecntricity that alarmed me] He had juſt 
raiſed her hand feebly to his lips! ſighed! 
preſſed it with as much ardour as he could, 
but was unable to ſpeak ! On a ſudden his 

I 4 eountenance 
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countenance expreſſed as if he felt the moſ 


excruciating pangs! then once more rail. | 


ing the hand of Emmeline to his lips—he 
turned - ſighed - and expired 

« He is dead!” exclaimed I with the 
utmoſt precipitation, purpoſely to awaken 
the feelings of Emmeline to tears ; but 
without effect. She ſtill gazed upon him 
with the ſame vacuum. Emmeline had 
better be taken from this room,” ſaid Ito 
my father. Grief had overpowered him— 
he could not articulate an anſwer. I 
took my ſiſter's hand, and led her out of 
the room. She made no reſiſtance; 1 
therefore conveyed her to her dreſſing- 
room, where ſhe ſeated herſelf upon a 
couch. —My father followed. 

« Emmeline, my beloved Emmeline!” 
cried he, “ ſpeak but one word to thy 
diſtracted parent.” She did not under- 
ſtand him; but ſhe looked at him ſteadſaſt- 
ly, and ſmiled: Alas! it was a ſmile of 
inſenſibility. I need add no more, la- 
dies — ſuffice it to ſay, it was a long time 

| before 


be 
the 


he 


/ 
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before Emmeline's ſenſes returned, and 
then the recollettion of the paſt, threw 
her into a decline, which I ſear will bafe 
fle every aſſiſtance that can be given 


ker, ; 


CHAP. 
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CCC AA ls. 


; CHAP. XX. 


THE PANTHEON. 


True be it ſaid, whatever man it ſaid, 
That love with gall and honey doth abound, 
But if the one be with the other weigh'd, 
For every dram of honey therein found, 
A pound of gall doth over it redound : 
That I too true by trial have approved, 
For fince the day that firſt with deadly wound, 
My heart was lanc'd and learned to have loved, 
I never joy'd an hour, but {till with care was moved, 


SPENCER, 


LAPDV Euphemia ceaſed—the 
ladies were bathed in tears. Soon after 
the coach ſtopped in Hereford-ſtreet, 
May-fair, at the houſe where the ſale was. 


The ladies entered the anttion-room ; it 


was already crouded, and among the reſt 


was the Marquis of Caernarvon, He 
came 


KA- 


95 
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| came up as ſoon as he ſaw them, and 
| ſpoke, 


« Do you go to the maſquerade on 
Monday night, ladies?“ 

« Oh, heaven!“ exclaimed Lady Geor- 
gina, “a maſquerade—I knew nothing 
about it. Come, girls, if you purchaſe 
any thing, be quick, for I muſt haſten 
home and ſend tor tickets.” Each of the 
ladies bought ſome trifles, and were then 
handed into the chariot by the Marquis; 
who bowed and bid them good morning. 
They ſat Lady Euphemia down, and then 
returned home. 

« Dear Angelina,” cried Lady Geor- 
gina, as ſoon as ſhe entered the drawing- 
room, where Lord Davenport and Lord 
Arundel were playing at cheſs, and Lady 
Davenport netting, “ ſend immediately to 
the Pantheon for tickets; there is a mal- 
querade on Monday.” Lord Arundel 
imiled at her impetuoſity, and Lady Da- 
venport rang the bell and gave orders to 
the ſervant to ſetch the tickets. 


« We 
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« We are quite late,” ſaid Lady Geor. 
gina—** to-day is Friday; we ſhall not 
have much time for our drefſes. What 
charatter, my dear Lavinia, will you ap. 
pear in?“ 

The tale of Lady Emmeline had de. 
preſſed the feelings of our heroine, and 
ſhe requeſted, in a melancholy tone, that 
ſhe might be excuſed from aſſuming any 
particular charatter. 

* But indeed you ſhall not, ſaid Lady 
Georgina. Let me perſuade you to 
adopt that of Shakeſpear's Ariel; it is ſo 
very pretty, and will ſo admirably ſuit 
you.” Lavinia faintly articulated an al- 
ſent, and Lady Georgina turned to her 
ſiſter, and interrogated her what character 
ſhe would chooſe. 

“ None;“ replied Lady Davenport; 
* go merely to oblige you, and will 
therefore wear a domino.“ 

« Ah, my dear Angelina,” ſaid Lady 
Georgina, ſhrinking up her ſhoulders, 
«* it will not do—dominos are become lo 

| common, 


le 
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common, that only Cits who have not ta- 
lents to ſupport a character, wear them.“ 

« What character, then, would you per- 
ſuade me to?“ 

« To that of Marmontel's Adelaide.” 
Lady Davenport conſented. Lord 
Arundel and my brother may go as they 
pleaſe, Diana ſhall be my charaQter.” 
Lady Georgina ſent to know if Lady Eu- 
phemia would go with them, and received 
the following note in reply. 


To Lady Georgina Melfront. 


When your meſſage was delivered, I 
refuſed to accompany you. 

Ho can you be ſo ſimple?” ſaid my 
iter. © Your reaſon for declining the 
invitation, I know, is becauſe you will not 
leave me; but indeed, Euphemia, I am 
angry with you for it—don't you know I 
never am ſo happy as when you receive 
pleaſure. A maſquerade you are par- 
ticularly partial to; I therefore entreat 
you to go. My father, you know, is al- 


ways kind enough tq devote the evening 
tO 
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tome; as that 1s the caſe, you need not 
fear my being loneſome.” Still I objeded 
to going, but my Emmeline inſiſted on ir, 
and I ſhal! therefore be ready for you 
whenever you call. 

EUPHEMIA ROSEVILLE, 


The day arrived—Lady Davenport was 
babited conſonant to her character Lady 
Georgina's dreſs conſiſted of emeral, 
green and gold, a quiver of arrows, a bow, 
and a gold net faſtened her flowing ring- 
Jets. 

Lavinia wore a white ſattin veſt, a looſe 
crape robe over it, ornamented with lau- 
rel leaves and jeſſamin. Her hair, free 
from powder, fell in natural ringlets down 
the ſides of her face; behind it was looſe- 
ly plaited and faſtened up with a diamond 
comb. She carried a ſmall white wand, 
and altogether looked truly ethereal. 

As the ladies were walking round the 
ſaloon, a perſon in the character of a pil- 
grim begged charity. © I know you per- 

tealy well, my Lord,” ſaid Lady Geor- 
| gina, 
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gina, © though ſo well diguiſed. If you 
pleaſe, ladies, I will introduce to you the 
Marquis of Caernarvon.” 

« You wicked puls,” ſaid he, © why did 
you diſcover me ; I wiſhed to have tried 
the charity of this fair damſel; taking the 
hand of Lavinia. 

«-Why ſhould you wiſh to try it, my 
Lord?“ replied ſhe. 

« Becauſe you have committed a rob- 
bery, and I wiſhed you to alleviate my 
lols by a ſmall return.” 

don't underſtand you, my Lord,” 
replied ſhe coolly. 5 

« Then, in plain words,” ſaid he,“ you 
have deprived me of my heart, and I 
wiſhed you to give me your's in return.“ 

* My Lord, do you ſelett me to be the 
object of your mirth; or do you repeat 
the ſame leſſon over to every woman you 
meet?!“ 5 

„Ah, charming Miſs Spencer, believe 
me my intentions are moſt honourable— 
Permit me, then, only to hope—Let the 
ardent aſſiduities with which I will for ever 
attend 


————— <—nen—nn n—_ — 
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attend you, be a proof of the ſincerity of 
a paſſion which will depart thrs breaſt but 
with the life that animates it.“ 

« For heaven's ſake, my Lord,” ſaid 
the agitated Lavinia, © leave me: The 
honour you wiſh to preſent me with I am 
unworthy of. I have been peculiarly un- 
fortunate, and never, never more can La- 
vinia be happy.” Without waiting for 
any reply, ſhe caught hold of Lady Geor. 
gina's arm, who had turned round to ſpeak 
to ſome of her acquaintances during the 
converſation, and aſked her if it was not 
time to return home. 

The charatter of Theodore Marquis of 
Caernarvon was generous, noble, difin- 


tereſted, and fincere—yet he was raſh and 
Jealous. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXI. 
THE ADVENTURE. 


Content i is wealth, the riches of the mind, 
And happy he that can the treaſure find. 
DRY DEN . 


V V E now propoſe to ſay ſome- 


thing of the family with which Lavinia re- 
ided, Lord Melfront, the father of La- 
dy Davenport and Lady Georgina, had 
married young, and like moſt young peo- 
ple, ſoon ran out of his fortune. - His 
wite was lovely and amiable, and having 
two charming infants, he was happy even 
in the proſpe& of deſtruction. Ange- 
lina, my love,“ ſaid he to Lady Melfront, 
* ſomething muſt be done to ſupport theſe 
infants; will you condeſcend to accom- 
Vol. I. K pany 
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| pany me to India? Greater adventurers 
than myſelf have been fortunate ; and for- 
tune it is poſſible may ſmile on me too, 
I am happy in the recolleQion that I am 
not indebted to any one perſon. Say 
then, dear girl, will you go with me, or 
will you reſide at your brother, Lord Da- 
venport's ſeat, in Wales, which he has of. 
fered you till I return?“ 

Lady Melfront conſented to go to In. 
dia, and after a proſperous voyage they 
arrived at Bengal. Nothing material hap- 
pened till Lady Angelina, the eldeſt, was 
ſixteen, and Lady Georgina a year 
younger. They were both very beauti- 
ful; Angelina, if either, had the advan- 
tage. She was finely formed, and her 
complexion was exquilitely fair; added to 
which, ſhe had 


— an eye 
As when the blue ſky peeps through a 
Cloud of pureſt white, THOMSON, 


Their dreſſes too heightened their beau- 


ty they wore gold muſlin robes, faſtened 
by 


returr 
but ſh 
o lov 
Ike it 
de ma 
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by pearl zones—their flaxen locks were 
confined by a gold net, which had all the 
appearance of Aſiatic grandeur. 

Lord Melfront had kept up a regular 
correſpondence with his brother-in-law, 
Lord Davenport; and finding his health 
lecline, owing to his former debaucheries, 
he wrote to beg his nephew would, if diſ- 
engaged, take a voyage to Bengal, to ſee 
Ihe liked either of his couſins, that, be- 
fore he died, one of his daughters might, 
if poſſible, be happily ſettled. 

« We had better go to England, my 
dear Edmund,“ faid Lady Melfront ; 
"which will ſave our nephew a tireſome 
voyage; for ſhould he like either of our 
zirls, depend on it he will return with her 
s ſoon as ſhe is a bride.” 

„Ah, my dear Angelina,” anſwered 
Lord Melfront, I perceive you wiſh to 
turn to that faſcinating place, England; 
but ſhould Charles not have it in his power 
o love one of our children, I ſhould not 
Ike it to be ſaid they came to England to 
de married, and were diſappointed. It is 

K 2 therefore 


| 
| 
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therefore an eaſier thing for a young man 
to take a voyage; and if he marries An. 
gelina or, Georgina, we will accompany 
them back to England.“ Lady Melfront 
acquieſced with the words of her Lord, and 
only pleaded the maternal fear of being 
parted from one of her children. 

The letter arrived in England a fort- 
night after the death of Lord Davenport; 
the young Earl therefore opened it. The 
contents were ſuch as very much plealed 
him; for his heart was entirely diſengaged; 
and having heard much from his father of 
his couſins' beauty, he immediately wrote 
an anſwer to his uncle, and prepares 
ipeedily for the voyage. 

. The, young ladies were very fond of 


rambling i in the fields in the environs of 


Bengal. One day, having wandered lar- 
ther than they intended, they came into 2 
field where grew numerous ſhrubs of wild 
pomegranates. Being thirſty, they agreed 
to pluck a few, and accordingly wandered 


about in ſearch of ſome of the beſt ſort. 
| On 
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On a rock grew a ſemi-circle of thoſe 
ſurubs, which ſeemed to have been planted 
parpoſely in that form; the branches were 
dent down with the abundance of luxuri- 
ant fruit with which, they were loaded - 
The ladies took Tome, and were about to 
return, when Lady Angelina exclaimed, 
Dear, ſiſter, behind this half cirele, in 


the rock, is a latch, as if there was à door,” 


Let. us examine whether there is or 
dot?“ replied Georgina, who was of a 
very romantic and volatile diſpoſition. 
Angelina pleaded fear; but Georgina 
touching the latch, an unpercievable part 


of che rock opened, and ſtartled both the 


ladies. Georgina, whoſe courage Was ſu- 
perior to her ſiſter's, had the reſolution to 
declare ſhe would enter it. £ 
Adieu,“ ſaid ſhe; © if you will not 
accompany me, I will go alone.” | 
* I cannot think of letting you be ex- 
poled to the danger alone,“ replied Lady 


Angelina; © yet 1 fear to go with you.“ 


* Tut, girl, come along ; we ſhall be 


heroines in a romance, and this will be a. 


K 3 grand 
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grand adventure.” Lady Angelina' re. 
luctantly followed her too volatile ſiſter 
down a flight of ſteps which led them into 
a cave ſcooped out in the ſhape of a room; 
In the middle of which hung a lamp, which 
caſt a reflection round the cave, and made 
it have the appearance of being hung with 
precious ſtones ; it was, however, petrified 
drops of water. The furniture of. the 
place conſiſted of two ivory chairs and a 
table; and at the farther part, on a cheſt, 
ſat a man with a book in his hand. Lady 
Angelina, naturally timorous, caught hold 
of her ſiſter, and exclaimed, 

« For heavens ſake, let us go.” The 
hermit, if he may be ſo called, obſerved 
them, and riſing from his ſeat, exclaimed, 

« To what chance am I indebted for a 
viſit from two ſuch celeſtial beings ?” La- 
dy Angelina, as ſoon as he began to ſpeak, 
retreated to the door, but before ſhe could 
reach it, fear had taken ſo great an effed 
on her mind, that ſhe ſunk lifeleſs to the 


earth. 


C HAP. 


Worn with hard toil, where health- annoying 
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XIE ITDMWUNINNTENSE 


CHAT XXL 
A MARRIAGE. 


Behold & mortal who has paſſ'd his days 
In the dim cavern of à noxious mine, 


vapours _ 
Vex'd and confounded his imperfect ſenſe : 
What muſt he feel, if ſuddenly was laid 
Oa the bright ſummit of a lofty hill, 
To taſte the balmy ſweetneſs of the morn, 
And for the firſt time ſee the riſing ſun 
Array this fair and ſmiling earth with all 
The radiant lovelineſs of form and colour! 
HAYLEY, 


By the aſſhaſtance of the hermit 


and Georgina, Angelina ſoon revived. 


Fear me not, my ſweet girl,“ ſaid he; 


I am no banditti ; fit down and recover 
yourſelf, and permit me to give you a cup 


K 4 of 
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of wine, made of the juice of pomegra. 
nates.” She conſented, and ſoon was 
compoſed. © It is fifteen years,” ſaid the 
hermit, © ſince I made this cave my place 
of reſidence, and I have never had one 
perſon enter it before ;—how then, my 
children, had you the courage to deſcend 
a place which had the appearance of a 
vault. Pardon me for my admonition ; 
but you ſhould have conſidered that youth, 
and a want of ſufficient reflection, often 
precipitates people raſhly to undertake en- 
terprizes, which they repent of afterwards.” 

1 ſhould not have entered it,” ſaid 
Lady Angelina artleſsly, “if I had not 
feared to have let my ſiſter gone alone.” 

Lady Angelina's fear being diffipated, and 


the curioſity of Lady Georgina ſatisſied, 


they departed, promiſing the hermit an- 
other viſit ſoon, accompanied by their ſa- 
ther. When they returned home, they 
informed their parents of their morning 
| ramble, and intreated their father would 
go with them to the cave, which he pro- 
miſed he would. 
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The young ladies retired to dreſs. The 
window of the dreſſing- room was diredly 
oppoſite to the ſea, and Lady Georgina 
being dreſſed firſt, * n at the 
rolling ocean. 

« Oh!” exclaimed ſhe; with 1 afual 
vivacity, © my” couſin is ſurely artived, 
for there is an Engliſh ſhip making to 
land.” In an inſtant the firing of cannon 
confirmed her in her opinion. | 

« Willot,” ſaid ſhe to her woman, t get 
me every ornament 1 1 1 {ball * 
Over again.“ | Y TOY | ©: 

La, me'em,” faid Willot, 1 700 hn 
looked better than you do at ener 
want no other ornaments.” | 

« Don't ſay. ſo,” replied ſhe ; * 1 look a 
downright fright—don't I, Angelina?“ 

No, indeed, you look: very well;” an- 
lwered Lady Angelina, who was taking a 
pair of bracelets from her cabinet; 

* Plhaw, nonſenſe, how can you ſay ſo; 
I know you want to conquer the beau: 
lee, you are going to wear bracelets, which 


you very ſeldom do. Go, Willot, and 
take 
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take mine out; then looking in the glaſs, 


ſhe exclaimed, © Oh, heaven, what afright 
I look—mercy defend me, what an odious 
robe I have on to-day—You know, Wil. 
lot, I deteſt filver muſlins—here, take it,” 
(untying it and throwing it on the ground) 
t and give me another; take this net off 
my hair, it looks ſo affected I can't beat 
it, and let me have my wreath of diamonds 
for my head.“ 

* Lord, Georgina!“ exclaimed Lady 
Angelina, peeviſhly, you have infected 
me with your vagaries - Do, Robinſon,” 
ſaid ſhe, turning to-her woman, * let me 
have a wreath likewiſe I ſhould not like 
to be eclipſed by that young flirt.” 


Fear me not, my dear ſiſter,” ſaid 


Lady Georgina, laughing, you knov 
that blue eyes are all the ton. It is you, 
therefore, that will be copqueror.” 

The ladies continued changing their 
dreſſes until the bell announced the din- 

ner. They then deſcended to the par- 
| Jour together. Their couſin was there, 
and the ceremony of introducing and vel 
coming 
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coming took place, after which they ſeated 
themſelves at the table. The timourouſ- 
neſs of Lady Angelina would not permit 
her to examine her couſin ; but Lady 
Georgina took a full ſurvey of him, and 
found her heart ſtill in her own poſſeſſion. 
Lord Davenport gazed likewiſe at the two 
liſters, and his heart inſtantly gave the oh 
lerrence to Angelina. 

« Well, Charles, ſaid Lord Melfront, 
after the ladies had withdrawn, and the 
wine was ſet upon the table, © how do you 
like my girls?“ 

« They are both charming women, my 
Lord, but my heart gives the preference to 
Lady Angelina, and ſhould ſhe prove as 
amiable as her face beſpeaks her to be, I 
ſhall not heſitate a moment to make my 
eldeſt couſin Lady Davenport.” 

„Well, Mamma,” ſaid Lady Georgina, 
as they entered the drawing-room, © what 
do you think of our couſin ?” 

* I think he is a very fine young . 
—What do you think of him?“ 

« Oh, 
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Oh, I cannot bear him be is abſo- 
lutely as ungallant as a Dutchman, he ne- 
ver once looked at me all dinner time 
his eyes were eternally fixed on Angelina, 
he ſeemed to devour her charms; and I 
ſaw her take two or three fly glances at 
him.—Are you not in love with him al. 
ready, my dear ſentimental ſiſter ?”? | 
Lady Angelina bluſhed / exceſſively. 
This the volatile Georgina took no notice 
of, but continued, : 
„ Bleſs me, Mamma, wher: could have 
ailed the man—1 am ſure the colour of 
my veſt is the fineſt lilac I ever ſaw ; and 
then I am ſure the gold work of my robe 
excels any I have in my wardrobe, I ſe- 


lected it myſelf, and did not leave it to 


Willot. And then my bouquette is a 
thouſand times handſomer than Angelina's 
—ſee, I have carnations and jeſſamin in 


mine, which my ſiſter has not. Heavens, 


where was the man's eyes!“ 

May your vivacity never be damped, 

N ſweet girl,“ ſaid Lady Melfront with 
a ſigh, 


The 
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The gentlemen joined them at tea time, 
Lord Davenport took a chair next Lady 
Angelina, and entered i into a ends ens | 


with her. 

« Humph,” ſaid Cap sees — 87 | 
ing at her mother fignificantly. Lord Da- 
venport ſtared, and Lady Angelina bluſned. 

When Lady Angelina retired to ber 
chamber, ſhe examined her beart, and 
found it greatly poſſeſſed in favour of the 
new couſin. Fear likewiſe took poſſeſſion 
of her boſom, and wrung each fibre of her 
heart; the idea that he might love her 
ſiſter, took quite hold of her, and made her 
try to penetrate Lady Georgina's opinion 
of him; but the lively volatileneſs with 
which ſhe ſatyrized his blindneſs, as ſhe 
called it, and her uninterrupted repoſe, in 
ſome degree calmed her anxiety. 
Lord Davenport paid the moſt pointed 
aſſiduity to Lady Angelina, and in a ſhort 
time aſked permiſſion of Lord Melfront 
to make her his wife. Lord Melfront con- 
ſented with ' pleaſure, and preparations 
were made for the wedding. 


« Heavens!“ 
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Heavens !“ ſaid Lady Georgina 
* what ſhameful beings we area fort- 
night 1s now elapſed, and we have never 
paid our promiſed viſit to the hermit, 
What will he think of us? Whip that cou. 
iin of ours, for monqpolizing all our 
thoughts. Come, papa, let us go.now, If 
Charles and Angelina can ſpare time, they 
may as well go too.“ The four perſons 
fat out, and in a ſhort time arrived at the 
cave. 

% Heavens!“ exclaimed Lord Melſront, 
* how. could theſe girls have the courage 
to deſcend this place. Come, Georgina, 
ſhew the way, for 1 imagine you are the 
general.” 

Lady Georgina deſcended, and the 

others followed. She found the hermit 
reading, as before. 

« Dear father,” ſaid ſhe, as he roſe to 
receivecher, “ I have a thouſand (pardons 
to beg for delaying to viſit you before, but 
a trifle intervening prevented us that plea- 
lure,” The hermit bowed, © This,” con- 
-  tinued 
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med ſhe, © is my father, Lord Melfront, 
Wd this'———She was interrupted by an 

Iclamation from Lord Melfront, of 

« It is he by heaven !—It is my dear, 

ong loſt Arundel!“ In a moment they 
ere in each other's arms, and embracing 
ith all the energy of friendſhip. * By 
hat chance do [I find,” continued Lord 
ſelfront, © a friend, whom I left in Eu- 
yore, and whom I have never ceaſed to 
regret, in an unknown cave in Aſia?“ 

] have been unfortunate,” ſaid Lord 
Arundel (for he was the hermit) ; © but it 
vas chance, not deſpair, that led me to 
this cave. I have conceived no diſguſt 
zzainſt the world; I ſhall, therefore, leave 
this cave with no repugnance. My eſtates 
n England, which remain untouched ſince 
ny voluntary exile, will bring in a large 
hare of wealth, beſides the treaſure which 
| here poſſeſs, which is enough to ſatisfy 
any man. Do, then, my dear friend, if 
you continue here, hire a houſe for me; 
or, if you are going to any other' part of 
the 
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the world, I will accompany you, and leaye 
this cave for ſome other poor wretch, 
who I hope will experience the ſame de. 
light in finding it as I did.“ 

No, my friend, replied Lord Mel. 
front, © I ſhall hire you no houſe; you 
muſt, make mine your home while we re. 
main here, for we are going to England 
ſoon, to which place I hope you will ac- 
company us?“ 

Lord Arundel expreſſed his conſent. 
He then advanced to the young ladies, and 
embraced them; —“ To you, my charm- 
ing girls,” ſaid he, © I am indebted for 
the happineſs of finding a dear beloved 
friend, and for being reſtored to a world 
which I too precipitately left. My brain 
has been in ſo chaotic a ſtate for theſe few 
years paſt, that every former idea was al- 
moſt annihilated ; but now I awake, and— 
Oh! retroſpection how you wound me 
Heaven! I am a father—Oh! what an 
inhuman one to leave my child deſtitute— 
ah, perhaps deſtitute !”* 
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CHAP. AX. 
A DEATH. 


What horrid meagre form is that appears, 
Who ſmiles remorſeleſs — 
is death obdurate, tyrant fiercer far 

Than prowling wolves or Lybian tygers are. 


GRATIA WILSON, 


Tux recollection overpowered 
him, and he burſt into a flood of tears. 
Lord Melfront and the ladies tried to con- 
ſole him, and after he recovered, they 
|: the cave together. 

Lady Melfront had been ſometime ac- 
quainted with Lord Arundel; ſhe was 
therefore very happy to ſee him. He 
made both the young ladies very elegant 
prelents, but Lady Georgina's was the 
molt coſtly, becauſe ſhe was his favourite, 
It was a caſket, which contained a beau- 
uiul ſet of pearl ornaments. 

Ihe time now arrived for the wedding, 
Which was celebrated with ſplendor and 
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feſtivity. But their happineſs felt a great 
alloy the next morning, for Lord Mel. 
front was found dead in his bed. His ſud. 
den death was ſuppoſed to be owing to his 
having drank to a greater exceſs than his 
ſhattered conſtitution could ſupport. The 
ſorrow at this unexpected event was great; 
the ſhock was too much for the delicate 

-nerves of Lady Melfront. It fettied upon 
her lungs, and threw her into a {low con- 
ſumption. He had ever been a molt ten- 
der and affetltonate huſband, which made 
the loſs doubly great. 

« Alienated as I am from every tie,“ 
exclaimed Lord Arundel, © how happy ! 
thought myſelf in finding the friend of my 
youth again; when on a ſudden I lolc 
him, and that for ever—yet why ſhould! 
repine? for 


; Short are the Joys which Kunian life can give” 
DRY DEN. 


Soon as all the affairs were ſettled, the 
whole family embarked for England, and, 
after a proſperous voyage, arrived in Lon- 

don. 
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don. Lord Davenport had ſent orders 
ſor an elegant houſe to be prepared for 
their reception. Lord Auguſtus Dray- 
ton was the intimate friend of Lord Da- 
venport ; his ſiſter Lady Cecilia, there- 
fore, was the firſt perſon who came to viſit 
Lady Davenport upon her arrival : her 
couſin, Lady Monimia, accompanied her. 
Lady Davenport and Lady Monimia, as 
ſoon as they became acquainted with each 
other, felt a mutual eſteem, which being 
cultivated on both fides, ſoon cemented a 
laſting friendſhip ; and when the former 
was introduced at court, the latter was 
preſent. 

Lord Arundel, ſoon after his arrival, 
took a journey to Hampſhire to make en- 
quiries after his daughter ; but he found 
the ſchool-miſtreſs had been dead a long 
time; nor could he by any means diſco- 
ver where fate had ſecluded her. Spirit- 
leſs, chagrined, and diſappointed, he re- 
turned to town; and by the very preſſing 
intreaties of Lord and Lady Davenport, 
made their houſe his place of reſidence. 

Lady 
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Lady Davenport and Lady Georgina 
would often, when they were alone, ex- 
preſs a wiſh to know the misfortunes of 
Lord Arundel; but politeneſs always ſeal- 
ed their lips in his erg 

The declining health of Lady Melfront 
now called for the utmoſt attention. The 
phyſicians declared it impoſſible that ſhe 
could long ſurvive, unleſs ſhe immediate- 
ly went to the ſouth of France. Prepa- 
rations were inſtantly made, and, after a 
| tedious journey, ſhe arrived at the deſti- 
ned ſituation, accompanied by her two 
daughters, Lord Davenport, and Lord 
Arundel. This diſpoſition was of no be- 
nefit—ſhe lingered twelve months, and 
then expired in the arms of Lady Da- 
venport. 

The remaining party returned to Eng- 
land, and it being ſummer, they attended 
the remains to Wales, where her ladyſhip 
was interred in the family vault with every 
ſuitable pomp. When the winter ap- 
proached, they haſtened to town, and not 
long afterwards Lavinia joined the family. 
The 


